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Why A History of Mound Bayou? 

One could well ask why we should 

devote so much space to a history of 

Mound Bayou. The answer is not so 

obvious. The history of a group of 

people is one of its most powerful 

possessions. Particularly in the 

United States, where white people 

have for so long denied to Black 

people the power to read their true 

history, the potency of history is 

indirectly acknowledged as a mighty 

weapon in the quest for true 

liberation. History tells you not only 

where you have been but it can also 

give you an idea of where you are 

going, as well as what needs to be 

done to get there. As many 

historians have written, if you don't 

know the mistakes of the past, you 

are condemned to repeat them. With 

these ideas in mind, we hope you read 

this short history of Mound Bayou 

carefully, consider what it means, and 

begin to gain an awareness of the 

possibilities of the future. 

Mound Bayou presents a richly 

diverse heritage to the world, a 

heritage of pride and paradox, of 

ambition and acquiescence, and of 

alternating progress and perplexities. 

A Black fortress in the land where the 

white man had ordained himself to 

rule, Mound Bayou is a treasury of 

the past, a past which is dimly 

understood. In order to understand 

Mound Bayou today we must go back 

to the roots of Mound Bayou over 

130 years ago during the sultry days 

of slavery, a day when the white man 

held the Black man in visible chains. 
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Stick To Your Post and Win 

This original poem came from the fertile mind of Frank B. 

Hood, station master at the I. C. Railroad Station, and Railway 

Express agent. Mr. Hood is a nephew of one of Mound 

Bayou's pioneer mayors, A. P. Hood, who also wrote a 

scholarly history of the town as early as 1909. 

Are you discouraged, my brother, Do obstacles stand in your 

way? Are you longing for a brighter dawn. Wishing for a 

happier day? Remember, as obstacles grow higher, They can 

never reach the sky; Proceed with untiring energy, You'll 

succeed by and by. 

Do friends pass by quickly, Is life a tedious race? Are the 

buffeting winds of adversity, Trying your patience, your grace? 

Then try and try "much harder,". 'Twill mean more in the end; 

Hardships are not to discourage, Eventually you'll win. 

Does the sun 'set' too quickly, Is there a lack of precious time? 

Or are you idly waiting to hear, Fate's merry bells chime? 

If the sun does 'set', my brother, You need not in darkness 

grope; Remember, after 'its setting,' May still shine, the Star 

of Hope. 

So don't give up, my brother, Because of your now slow pace; 

Remember, ‘tis not always the swiftest, That win in life’s 

thrilling race. —F. B. Hood 
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Mrs. Cassino Martin has just 

returned from Chicago where 

she attended the graduation of 

her son, Rev. Bobby Herbert 

Martin, at Garrett Theological 

Seminary in Evanston, Illinois, 

where he received his Master 

of Divinity Degree. A 

graduate of the Mound Bayou 

High School, Rev. Martin 

presently lives in Chicago 

with his wife and children, a 

boy of a few months and a 

girl, three. 

In drives for social change, there have always been people who have 

had to be challenged in positions of influence and power before effective 

change could occur. Our past experiences have demonstrated that all too 

often some people who have emerged in leadership roles, representing 

the forces of change, have succumbed to the influences of power, once 

they attained it. 

Is it then true that, "Power is absolute and absolute Power corrupts 

absolutely?" 

I think in order to overcome the problems of our leadership losing sight 

of ideals when they attain a degree of power, we must eliminate the 

practice of concentrating power in the hands of a few--even those we feel 

we can "trust." Human frailties are too apt to cause a loss in investments 

made to reach goals for the people. The base of power must be broadened 

and shared, so that neither errors in judgements nor evils that show their 

face in a few do not too vastly effect so many. Disciplines may be 

necessary in the structuring of the leadership, but great care must be taken 

to insure against injustice and the sacrifice of principles we hold dear. 

Hitler perhaps was a great leader. As a human race we must be 

allowed to question where we are being led, by whom, and for what 

purpose. People have a right to know and to understand. The leadership 

has a duty to listen to followers, and to question themselves. Leadership 

should be derived from respect and trust by the followers. 

Followers have an obligation to support their leaders and be loyal to 

them. If individual followers do not, then they subvert the efforts of the 

group. On the other hand, the followers have no obligation to support a leader or 

leaders who forsake ideals and expect support simply because he has 

been entrusted with leadership. 

For many reasons, nationally there is confusion and frustration in the 

black quest for justice and social change and the same is true on nearly 

every local level. A solution must be found 

INDIVIDUALS ARE IMPORTANT, BUT NOT THE MOST 

IMPORTANT IN THE COLLECTIVE STRUGGLE FOR SOCIAL 

CHANGE; HOWEVER, THE, INDIVIDUAL DIGNITY OF MAN MUST 

BE PRESERVED. We must remember the principles of the fight for 

power and the right to control our lives does not and must not mean a 

fight for a certain individual or individuals power and control over our 

lives. The fight is for power to the people. 

Caution when the symptom shows up where a member of a team starts 

saying what he has done and what he will do and what he has decided and 

that he will not listen. This is an early disease that could be called 

destructomentalitis Ego Syndrome. 

THE VOICE is asking for a donation of $.50 for this issue, "PROTRAIT 

OF A BLACK TOWN: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE." Those who 

cannot afford a copy will be given one free or asked to make any 

contribution. 

Political ads appearing in this issue of The Voice are paid ads and are 

not necessarily endorsed by the Voice. 

Comments and criticisms are welcomed for educational purposes and in 

helping to evaluate all candidates for public office in our area. 

The Voice would like to express appreciation to those individuals and 

groups who helped so freely to make this edition possible. 

Special thanks go to Mr. Isaac Byrd and Mr. Steve Williamson^ who 

contributed time, labor, and materials; Mr. Jessie Morris, Director of Liberty 

House, his staff and the staff of the Drummer. Much of the research and 

materials have been made available through the cooperation of the 

Tougaloo - Mound Bayou Project under the direction of Dr. James 

Loewen, professor at Tougaloo College. The ongoing project was funded 

by the Metropolitan Applied Research Center (MARC), with funds 

coming originally from the Ford Foundation. Dr. Hylan Lewis is the 

MARC Supervisor. 



To His Excellency Gov. A. J. McLaurin, 

Governor of the State of Mississippi 

Jackson, Mississippi 

We the undersigned resident citizens and legal electors of the unincorporated village of Mound Bayou, in 

Bolivar County, Mississippi, respectfully petition you to incorporate said village; the metes and bounds of said 

Village to be as follows, to-wit: 

Commencing on the main line, of the Yazoo and Mississippi Valley Railroad at the point where the township 

line between townships Twenty-three (23) and Twenty-four (24) in Range Five (5) West intersects said Rail-

road, and extending north one-half (1/2) mile, south one-half (1/2) mile, and one-fourth (1/4) mile west of the 

main line of said Railway, and embracing an area of one mile long from north to south, and one-half (1/2) mile 

wide from east to west. 

We would represent that the inhabitants of said proposed Village number one hundred and eighty-three (183) 

souls. We would further represent that this petition has been posted in three conspicuous places in the Village 

of Mound Bayou, Mississippi for three weeks according to law. 

Very respectfully submitted: 

G. A. Lee, W. L. Grady, Jake Parker, Jos. W. Spicer, M.D., A. L. Webster, B. W. Hereford, R. H. D. John-

son, A. Myres, M. V. Montgomery, Austin Rowell, R. M. McCarty, H. Mack, W. L. Lovell, Chas. Bynum, M. 

T. Green, J. F. Brooks, G. B. Jones, L. O. Hargrove, Aaron Marr, Geo. Johnson, Harry Watson, R. A. Fourshea, 

A. T. Broadwater, W. L. Wilkerson, A. L. Hayes, R. W. Hood, William Harris, Isaiah T. Montgomery, B. J. 

Arrington, James W. Marr. 

These make up the list of the signers of Mound Bayou's Declaration of (Petitioners for) Independence, and as 

such their names will be transmitted to posterity. 
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PETITION, PROCLAMATION, AND 

INCORPORATION CERTIFICATE 

Mound Bayou Bottling Wor\s 
Mrs. M. E. Davis, Prop. 

SCENES FROM 1929 

THE PETITION 

Mound Bayou, Mississippi 

February 16, 1898 

Bank Building 
Now Used as Office of 

Mary C. Booze 

THE PROCLAMATION 

To all to whom these presents shall come, Greetings: 

Whereas, a petition signed by two-thirds of the electors resident within the 

limits proposed for the village of Mound Bayou, in the County of Bolivar, has been presented to me setting 

forth the metes and bounds of the said village, and stating the number of inhabitants to be one hundred and 

eighty-three (183) and the said petition having been posted in three conspicuous places within the limits of the 

said proposed village for three weeks, as required by law: 

Now therefore, I, A. J. McLaurin, Governor of the State of Mississippi, by virtue of the authority vested in 

me by the constitution and laws of the State, do issue this my proclamation, and do hereby declare the said 

Village of Mound Bayou, in the County of Bolivar incorporated, with limits and boundaries as follows: to-wit: 

Commencing in the main line of the Yazoo and Mississippi Valley Railway at the point where the township 

line between Townships 23 and 24, in Range 5 West intersects said railway, and extending North one-half mile; 

South one-half mile and one-fourth mile East, and one-fourth of a mile West of said line of said railway, and 

embracing an area of one mile long from North to South, and one-half mile wide East to West. 

And the name of the said proposed Village is hereby fixed as the Village of Mound Bayou, and it shall 

exercise all the rights and powers conferred by chapter 93 of the Annotated Code of 1892, and Amendatory 

Acts thereto. In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the great seal of the State of 

Mississippi to be affixed. Done at the Capitol in the city of Jackson, this the 23rd day of February, in the year 

of our Lord, A.D., 1898. 

ISEALI                                                                                                                                    —A. J. 

McLAURIN 

By the Governor 

J. L. POWER, Secretary of State. 

FIRST TOWN OFFICIALS 
Hon. Isaiah T. Montgomery, Mayor and Ex-Officio Justice of the Peace 

John W. Francis, Alderman  William L. Grady, Marshal  Geo. A. Lee, Alderman 

Alexander Myers, Treasurer  James M. Marr, Alderman and Clerk 

 

In 1912 the Village was given the status of a Town upon petition to Governor Earl Brewer, of Mississippi. 

Since that time the Town of Mound Bayou has operated under a charter which provides for the Aldermanic 

form of government, having the elective officers of Mayor, Clerk, Town Marshal, and a Board of five 

Aldermen. The present administration is headed by Mayor Wesley Liddell. 

PRESENT 
Earl S. Lucas, Mayor Hermon Johnson, Alderman Mrs. Mary S. Huddleston, Alderman 

Milburn J. Crowe, Alderman Lawrence Thompson, Alderman Miss Minnie L. Fisher, Clerk & 

Mrs. Annyce Campbell, Alderman Richard A. Crowe, Chief of Police     Tax Collector 

J. J. Beaver, Street Commissioner 

 

HOUSING AUTHORITY: 
Felix Tate Joseph Woods Miss Herdy Micou 

Shelton Woodley Mrs. Earline King (?) 

Mrs. Mary C. Booze 
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MOUND BAYOU HISTORY 

PRELUDE-TO MOUND BAYOU: 

DAVIS BEND 

In the 1830's a young slave by the name 

of Benjamin T. Montgomery was sold down 

the river to Natchez from his home in 

Loundon County, Virginia. A rebellious 

slave, Montgomery had scraped together 

the rudiments of an education by enticing 

his young master to copy in the sand the 

lesson he had learned each day in 

school. In Natchez, Montgomery was 

"purchased by a wealthy lawyer named 

Joseph Davis, the elder brother of the man 

destined to lead the Southern States from 

the Union some thirty years later. Also 

troublesome for Davis, Montgomery ran 

away several  times, once reaching as far 

as Indiana, where his wife, whom he had 

married in Virginia, gave birth to a 

daughter. When Montgomery took his 

young daughter to the clerk's office to 

obtain a birth certificate, Davis captured 

him once again. 

Davis returned Montgomery to his 

plantations, Hurricane and Brierfield, which 

were located on a bend in the Mississippi 

River about thirty miles south of Vicksburg 

— named, appropriately, Davis Bend. It is 

alleged that Davis '' inquired into 

Montgomery's dissatisfaction and mutual 

understanding evolved." It would appear 

Davis recognized Montgomery's considerable 

talents and thus allowed him a certain 

amount of freedom — as a slave — to 

develop these talents further. Montgomery 

developed his reading abilities, keeping his 

own small library; he became a proficient 

mechanic, inventing a boat propeller which 

Davis attempted to patent for him; he 

acquired the Basic skills of civil 

engineering, surveying the line for the levee; 

and he learned the basics of architecture, 

supervising the construction of many 

buildings which he had designed. 

Montgomery married and raised a family of 

two sons Thornton and Isaiah, and two 

daughters, Mary and Rebecca, whom he 

educated one by one. His family lived apart 

from the rest of the plantation, operating a 

small mercantile establishment and 

supervising the boat landing at the edge of 

the Bend. This remarkable Black-owned 

store even kept accounts with the Davis’s, as 

well as several creditors up and down the 

river. 

Despite the acknowledged relationship of 

slave to master, it is clear that the Davis-

Montgomery relationship contained certain 

benefits f or both parties. Davis was able to 

capitalize on Montgomery's skills, and 

Montgomery was able to gain a certain 

amount of personal freedom for both himself 

and his family. Thornton rose to chief 

supervisoryship of the field work. 

Benjamin Green, a cousin destined to be a co-

founder of Mound Bayou, served as general 

mechanic, and Benjamin Montgomery 

himself gradually assumed the management 

of all the plantation accounts. Isaiah learned 

to read from his father at an early age, and 

by the age of nine was taken into the Davis 

household — against his father's wishes — as 

a houseboy. Within three years he became 

Joseph Davis private secretary, thus gaining 

access to Davis' extensive library, as well as 

to all the newspapers and mail entering the 

Davis household, '' coming in this way to 

have an intimate knowledge of the household 

and of many of the business and political 

matters in which his masters were 

interested." 

Though Davis was well-known for his 

seeming liberality in dealing with his slaves, 

the fact that it was a system of slavery 

makes his liberality shabby. Slaves were 

only punished after being tried before a 

jury of other slaves; marriages were allowed, 

and Davis even went so far as to maintain 

a hospital and a dentist for the enslaved 

men. Nevertheless, Davis employed these 

methods only to insure better control over 

his labor force. His maxim was, "The less 

people are governed, the more submissive 

they will be to control." All lines of 

authority ran up to Davis, whose system was 

not entirely admired by his white 

overseers, who attempted to sabotage it on 

occasion. Isaiah Montgomery reminisced 

several years later that he knew of a case 

when two overseers made a bet on a box of 

cigars that one could not have a certain man 

punished. In court that next Sunday, this 

overseer lodged a complaint against this 

unsuspecting slave and had him punished 

despite his perfect innocence! The 

punishment usually consisted of a bar of iron 

four inches wide and a half inch thick with a 

heavy chain attached, which had to be worn 

during the day in the fields, as well as 

during the evening in the jail. Moreover, 

Davis' younger brother Jefferson did not 

entirely agree with his methods, and in fact 

later denounced Joseph's attempt to found a 

school on the Davis places. 

Thus, the Montgomery’s, who never should 

have been slaves, were faced with a system 

of slavery that demanded their 

accommodation or their destruction. 

Choosing to survive, they gained a certain 

advantage which allowed them to solve 

the inconsistencies of their situation. The 

Civil War would allow them to assume 

their rightful positions - 

CIVIL WAR AND SELF 

DETERMINATION. 

The Civil War caused significant changes 

in the lives of the Montgomery’s. Jefferson 

Davis rode off to become the president of the 

Confederacy, and wrote to brother Joseph in 

early 1862, advising him to move farther 

inland. Joseph followed his advice, taking his 

family and some slaves to Alabama, leaving 

the Montgomery’s in charge of the 

plantations. By the end of the year Hurricane 

had been burned and the homes ravished by 

Farragut's Marines. Many of the slaves were 

either run off, or left of their own free will. 

Isaiah Montgomery, by chance witnessed the 

sinking of the gunboat Indianola, and when 

approached by the Union captain in 1863 about 

this matter, was taken aboard a Union ship as 

a cabin boy. The rest of the Montgomery 

clan was given safe passage up the river to 

Cincinnati, Ohio, where Isaiah joined them in 

late 1863 after contracting a serious illness. 

In Cincinnati the Montgomery’s worked as 

carpenters and general laborers, sitting out 

the war for the entire year of 1864. 

During the Montgomery's absence, the 

Federal government acquired all of Davis 

Bend, and under General Grant's orders, 

began to set up a'' Negro Paradise". 70 Blacks 

were given 30 acres each and furnished with 

supplies by the government. At the end of 1864, 

after paying off their debts, many of these 

freemen had made profits of from $500 to 

$1,000. The authorities were so encouraged 

that they decided to expand the program in 

1865, ordering all whites from Davis Bend. 

One group that apparently became 

interested in this venture was none other than 

the Montgomery’s in Ohio. Informed of the 

local situation by their cousin Benjamin 

Green, who had remained in Vicksburg, the 

Montgomery’s decided to return to Davis 

Bend in early 1865. Upon arrival, they 

purchased 200 acres and re-established their 

pre-Civil War mercantile establishment. 

Most of the Bend was divided among over 1800 

Blacks organized into 181 associations. Each 

company was required to pay for all rations, 

equipment and provisions. The superintendent 

of the colony overlooked the entire life of the 

community, and retained final authority in 

most affairs. A system of self-government 

was instituted, remarkably similar to the one 

placed in operation by Joseph Davis before the 

war. In late September of 1865 a school board 

was formed, and free medical services were 

offered to all those who could not afford the 

regular physician. 

By the end of the year the freedmen had 

produced an income of nearly $400,000. After 

clearing expenses with the government, they 

showed a clear profit of nearly $160,000, 

an 

(continued on page 5- 

SEE HISTORY) 



M.B. HISTORY 

(continued from page 4) 

average of $880 per company. Though the 

colonists had to pay no land rent, the figure 

is quite remarkable, and the colonists’ 

expectations soared. 

However, the "grand experiment" was 

doomed to failure by the end of 1865, as 

the Federal government, under the 

conciliatory leadership of Andrew 

Johnson, began a policy of returning 

confiscated lands to their former 

owners — often to men who had been 

connected with the Confederacy, a policy 

which amounted to the virtual overthrow 

of Economic Reconstruction 10 years 

before the political overthrow would 

occur due to the withdrawal of Federal 

influence. Four of the plantations on 

Davis Bend were returned by the end 

of 1865, and in early 1866 even Joseph 

Davis, brother of the Confederate 

president, was returned his lands. 

Nevertheless, the Montgomery’s began 

maneuvering a return to control of the 

Davis plantations to themselves. They 

were in a precarious position. The 

Freedmen's Bureau, which was existent 

to help the former slaves make the 

transition from slavery to freedom, in 

actuality was, at many points, a 

hindrance to local control by Black 

people. The Bureau retained final 

authority in all court cases, controlled 

the ginning of all the cotton, regulated 

the prices in the stores, and at certain 

points in 1866 circulated the 

discouraging reports in order to drive 

the Montgomery’s from Davis Bend. 

Moreover, the Montgomery’s faced the 

intimidation of local whites, who 

continually attempted to entice laborers 

from Davis Bend. 

Joseph Davis, on the other hand, 

understood quite well the shaky 

foundation of the existing situation in the 

South, and knew only too well that this 

close relationship to Jefferson Davis 

posed the threat of the confiscation of 

his lands. Thus when his lands were 

returned to him in 1866, he had already 

signed an agreement with Benjamin 

Montgomery and Sons to act as rent 

collectors for 1866, and on November 15, 

1866 he agreed to sell the lands to 

Montgomery for $300,000, or $75 per 

acre. In a period of confusion and 

animosity, Benjamin Montgomery had 

played his cards to the fullest, and the 

first true experiment in Black 

economic self-determination in 

Mississippi was about to begin. THE 

DAVIS BEND COLONY 

The Montgomery’s quickly 

prepared for their colonizing 

venture by placing several 

advertisements in the Vicksburg 

papers such as the following: "The 

undersigned (Montgomery) having 

secured for a term of three years the 

Hurricane and Brierfield plantations 

proposes to organize a community 

composed exclusively of colored 

people, to occupy and cultivate said 

plantations, and invites the 

cooperation of such as are 

recommended by honesty, industry, 

sobriety, and intelligence in the 

enterprise..."  

Montgomery had told Davis that he 

preferred renting the land to tenants, 

and it was this system that he did, in 

fact, implement. All the land was 

titled in his name, and it was his 

commissary which furnished most 

of the people with supplies. The 

Montgomery’s enlarged their 

commissary, constructed a smoke 

house, a saw mill, a gin, and their 

own dock. They charged a 50£ per 

acre entrance fee, as well, to help 

construct levees. A system of self-

government was instituted in which 

the governing body was a community 

council selected by the community. 

This council was entrusted with 

making laws, levying taxes for 

education, and retained the right to 

expel any member of the community 

for breaking the laws of the 

community. 

The first year, 1867, was nearly 

a complete disaster for the colony. 

A devastating overflow which 

produced several cases of cholera, 

combined with the attack of the cut-

worm to place many colonists badly 

in debt. Nevertheless, the colonists 

did as well as could be expected, and 

in fact shipped more bales of cotton 

than any of their white neighbors. 

By 1869 the colonists were on their 

feet, shipping twice as many bales 

of cotton as in 1867. The census 

of 1870 listed Montgomery as 

worth $50,000, though others closer 

to the experiment claimed his 

wealth was closer to $200,000. By 

1873 one newspaper article 

claimed Montgomery paid over 

$2,000 per year in taxes, and at 

the 

(continued on page 8 - SEE HISTORY) 
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BENJAMIN T. GREEN 

Co-Founder 

MOUND BAYOU 
 

No man worked more co-operatively with Isaiah T. 

Montgomery, in the founding of Mound Bayou than his 
cousin, Benjamin T. Green. 

A. P. Hood in the "Negro at Mound Bayou" had. the 

following to say regarding Mr. Green: 
In the year 1854, in the Davis Bend Settlement of Warren 

County, Mississippi, was born of slave parents, there grew 

to manhood a little Negro boy whose life was destined to 
mightily influence the destinies and suggest direction to 

the energies of a host of his people. 

The environments of his boyhood days were well 

calculated to develop the commercial instinct, and it may 

be said that he entered the world of mercantile transactions 

by a very natural course of development of that instinct. In 
1886, at the age of 13, his father having died the previous 

year, he went to live with his aunt, Mrs. Benjamin T. 

Montgomery, then engage in both planting and 
merchandise business. He underwent the first three years 

of his life the rude discipline of apprenticeship as a 

common laborer, and at the end of the three years he was 
advanced to a position in the general store as assistant 

salesman. Two years later he was promoted to the general 

managership of the mercantile interest of the 
Montgomery’s. 

He was married in 1875 and remained with the 

Montgomery’s until the early part of 1879, when he 
ventured out independently for himself in the planting 

business. He finally left the Davis plantation and went to 

Newton, Miss., where he engaged in the mercantile 
business on a limited scale. This business was very 

successful and he purchased a small farm of forty acres. 

The real history, however, and the accomplishments for 
which after periods must accord him credit, begins with 

his removal to Mound Bayou, in 1887, whither he came, 
engaging, with Isaiah T. Montgomery, in settlement and 

development of the colony which furnishes the subject of 

this little volume. He assumed, and by force of 
preparedness and ability held a position of preeminence in 

the commercial life of the village up to the date of his 

unfortunate death at the hands of an irresponsible 
vagabond of uncertain whereabouts over a trivial 

circumstance, the evening of February 24, 1896. 

As the Mound Bayou Diamond Jubilee Brochure goes to 
press, there are three members of the Green family living: 

Mrs. M. G. Miller, a daughter, of Mound Bayou, 

Mississippi; Mr. John A. Green, a son, Dayton, Ohio; and 
Mrs. G. P. Butler, daughter, New York. 



Isaiah T. Montgomery 

Tells His Own Story 

I. T. MONTGOMERY 

 

Recounts Early Life As A 

Slave, and Points To Path 

Leading Toward Success 
 

My father, Benjamin Thornton Montgomery, was 
born in Loudoun County, Va. Before arriving fully 

at the age of manhood he was taken without warning 

and sold to a trader, who brought him south to 
Natchez, Mississippi, where Joseph E. Davis, Esq., a 

distinguished planter, purchased and took him to his 

extensive plantation in Warren County, Miss., 
known as Hurricane, and afterwards in connection 

with Brier-field, the plantation of Hon. Jefferson 

Davis, known as the Davis Estate, giving the title of 
Davis Bend to a large section of country in the 

Southwest portion of Warren County. 

The plantation was newly settled, and my father 
did not take kindly to the change from Virginia town 

life to plantation life, so he ran away, but was soon 

recovered by Mr. Davis, who was a man of superior 
judgment in the selection and management of slaves. 

He inquired closely into the cause of father's 

dissatisfaction, and as a result they reached a mutual 
understanding and established a mutual confidence 

which time only served to strengthen throughout 

their long and eventful connection. 
-Father possessed a slight knowledge of reading 

and writing. Mr. Davis encouraged it and he came to 

have a fair education and learned to be a proficient 
mechanic, machinist and civil engineer, using his 

talents for the advancement of his master. 
He conducted a small mercantile business on his 

own account, keeping accounts with all members of 

the family, Mr. Jefferson Davis included. He 
gradually accumulated a fair library. 

My mother, Mary Montgomery, came of Virginia 

parentage, who were among the earliest settlers 
brought to the Davis plantation. 

 

They 'have four children now living: William 
Thornton Montgomery, and the writer, Isaiah 

Thornton Montgomery, Mary Virginia Montgomery, 

and Rebecca C. Montgomery. 
 

BIRTH, EARLY TRAINING 

I was born on the historic plantation, heretofore 
named on May 21, 1847, received my first 

instruction from a Webster blue back speller on 

Sabbath mornings at the hands of a slave of 
Jefferson Davis named George Stewart. Father 

taught me the art of writing, and gave me lessons at 

night to be recited on the following night. At the age 
of ten my mistress desired to have me about the 

house to begin training for such a position as they 

desired me to fill in the future. 
Father objected for a while because he thought my 

studies would be neglected. My mistress overcame 

his scruples and I was inducted into the domestic 
life of that remarkable man, Joseph Emery Davis. 

He soon established with me relations of the 

uttermost confidence. I do not remember how it was 
accompolished but the fact remains. His wish 

became law, and I was almost totally free from 

responsibility to anyone else. 

 

DAVIS' PRIVATE SECRETARY 

My duties to a considerable extent were those of a 
private secretary and office attendant, at night 

sleeping in his room and performing such services 
for him as a boy of my age could render. Shortly 

after leaving home my regular lessons ceased but 

being regularly employed in one of the finest 
libraries for which this section was proverbial and 

having free access to all reading matter which came 

daily, weekly and monthly to the parlor and library 
of the Davis family, I read a great deal, but it was 

without method and served only to give a fair 

knowledge of history and current events, of 
language and composition by familiarity and use, 

which has stood me well in hand to this day, for I 

have never studied either. 
Hon. Jefferson Davis was in public life at 

Washington and generally visited his brother once 

or twice per annum. Whenever he came without his 
family 

it was one of my special duties to look after his 

comfort. He appeared to be pleased and we became 
such fast friends that I was always pleased to hear of 

his intended visits. 

 

WAR EXPERIENCES 

During the war one of my duties was to carry the 

United States mail bag from Hurricane Post Office 
to Ashwood where lonnertion was made with the 

great mail steamers or southern floating palaces of 

former days, the Natchez, Princess, Vicksburg and 
Charmer. The clerks of these steamers having 

extensive business with my father, on his own 

account and as a representative of both Joseph and 
Jefferson Davis, were careful to supply me with the 

latest papers and chat over the latest news whenever 

time allowed. 

 

EAGER FOR THE NEWS 

As a rule I read the dispatches and principal 
editorials as soon as possible after getting the 

papers. Consequently on reaching home the Davis 

family expected news from me before opening their 
mail.  After the bloody conflicts at Donelson   

Belmont and the capture of Corinth, my master with 

his stock and his great body of slaves, went as 
refugees to Alabama. He desired to carry me, but 

father objected strongly on the grounds that the 

charge of the places and his family imposed more 
duties than he could perform without a confidential 

assistant. 

Mr Davis finally yielded to my father s 
solicitations,' and I remained on the plantation until 

a portion of Admiral Porter's fleet ran the Vicksburg 
blockade. Having seen the position of the United 

States gunboat, Indianola, before she was sunk, 

caused me to be brought into presence of Admiral 
David D. Porter to furnish such information as would 

enable him to locate a canon that had been thrown 

overboard. 
The big gun was never found, but Admiral Porter 

persuaded father to let me go with him, and also 

recommended that father and his family leave the 
country and go North, to escape the hardships of war, 

a upon the acceptance of this recommendation he 

supplied father with transportation to Cairo, Through 
the influence of Captain Richardson commanding the 

transport, Father, Mother, and two sisters located in 

Cincinnati, Ohio. 
(continued on page  7- MONTGOMERY'S 
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Mound Bayou Oil Mill 
1929 

1st Baptist Church, Mound Bayou, Miss. 
Rev. Joseph Peterson, Pastor 

1029 

Trinity Episcopal Mission 
Mound Bayou, Miss. 

Father S. A. Morgan, Priest in Charge  
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IN THE UNION SERVICE 

I entered the United States service on the gunboat 
Benton, but followed Admiral Porter to any steamer 

where he intended stopping for awhile. I was at the 

battle of Grand Gulf, and saw General Grant cross his 
troops below there to assault Port Gibson, Jackson 

and finally encompass Vicksburg. I went with the 

fleet to Alexandria, La., and returning took part in 
naval encounters at Vicksburg, being present at its 

capitulation in July of 1863. 

Meantime the fortunes of war had freed my brother 
and he also entered the United States naval service on 

the gunboat Carondelet. The water during my trip up 

Red River on the gunboat made terrible inroad on my 
health, and Admiral Porter having promised my 

father to care for me in every particular, decided to 

send me home, and I was discharged at Mount City, 
IlI., during the fall of 1863, and given transportation 

to Cincinnati. 

LIFE IN THE NORTH 

All through that dreary winter I lingered between 

life and death. During the year 1864 I worked at the 

carpenter's trade and in a canal boat dockyard near 
Cumminsville, Ohio, with my father. In 1864 both of 

us barely escaped being enlisted for the draft, he 
being one year too old, and I one year too young. 

Brother was discharged in 1864 and came home to 

join father and myself in work. 

At the first dawn of peace brother returned South 

in 1865 to see what outlook there was for the 

resumption of business. He soon opened business on 
the old plantation and father invested all of our little 

capital in merchandise to be shipped South by river 

while I came via Cairo, being shortly followed by 

father himself, who established the firm of 

Montgomery and Sons and assigned me to the 

bookkeeping and correspondence. I made a brief 
study of mathematics and bookkeeping with the aid 

of such assistance as could be had. 

HE BUYS THE OLD PLANTATION 

In 1866 I made a trip to Cincinnati and bought the 

family home. With the first return of peace, 

correspondence between Mr. J. E. Davis and my 
father was, resumed which resulted in the sale of the 

Davis Estate, some 4,000 acres, to us in  1867. 

In this year occurred the disastrous overflow. Mr. 
Davis remitted three-quarters of the interest for that 

year. On the Davis property and a place adjoining 

called Ursino, we conducted a cotton business of 
between two and three thousand bales annually for a 

period of ten years. Losses by the continued decline 

in cotton and a branch business in Vicksburg finally 
engulfed our entire capital, and we retired from the 

cotton business in 1875. Father died at the old Jeff 

Davis mansion in 1878, mother died in 1885; and 
they sleep the last sleep in the old Davis burying 

ground close by the master and mistress of former 

days. My brother having become discouraged at 
future prospects of the South, embarked in the 

business of grain raising in North Dakota, where he 

now owns an elevator and plants between 700 and 

1,000 acres in grain. 

HIS MARRIAGE 

In 1872 I married Miss Martha Robb who was born 
of a slave mother near McNutt, Miss., in May, 1852. 

After the close of our cotton business, I removed to 

Vicksburg and being in bad health, did very little for 

two years. In the fall of 1886 my attention was 
attracted to the Great Yazoo (Mississippi Delta). 

After investigating that section closely, I opened a 

colony which now numbers about six hundred 
persons, and laid out the growing little town of 

Mound Bayou on the L.N.O. and T.R. Railroad, in 

Bolivar County, where I now conduct a business of 
$30,000.00 per annum inclusive of cotton shipments 

which amount to 250 bales, crop 1890. My real estate 

interests are worth about $20,000.00. The colored 
people in that vicinity own 5,000 acres and are 

increasing their holdings rapidly. 

PUBLIC LIFE 

I was a delegate to the Warren County Republican 

Convention during the Blaine Campaign. From said 

county convention I was sent as a delegate to the 
District Congressional Convention where I delivered 

my first public speech, naming Mr. R. F. Beck. One 

of the State Republican Electors having died or 
resigned, I was substituted in his place and took an 

active interest in the campaign especially in the 

Congressional District but only made one speech, 

that at Magnolia Hall in Vicksburg. 

In 1888 I was placed on the Republican County 

Committee in Bolivar County, where in all County 
affairs I have actively endorsed a fusion movement in 

county elections. But the Democratic party having 

ignored that arrangement in the selection of delegates 
to the Constitutional Convention, I was earnestly 

pressed by the Republican County Committee to 

become a candidate in company with Hon. Geo. P. 
Melchoir, and as a result of the election held July 29, 

1890, I hold my first commission to any elective 

office, viz: as delegate from Bolivar County to the 

Constitutional Convention. 

In May 1890 I visited Washington with a 

committee representing the Republicans and citizens 
of the Mississippi Valley to represent the Valley 

interest in relation to obtaining Government 

assistance in restraining overflows and controlling 
the Mississippi River and was one of the Sub-

Committee who presented our case to the Senate 

Committee on Commerce 

The Mound Bayou Federal Credit Union of Mound 

Bayou, Mississippi has qualified for federal 

insurance of members' share accounts (up to $20,000 

each), announced today. 

 

Similar to insurance available to banks and 

savings and loans organizations, the credit 

union share insurance program is administered 
by the National Credit Union Administration, an 

independent agency of the Federal Government. 

It is authorized by legislation approved by 

President Nixon in October 1970, and effective 

for the first time in January 1971. 

The Mound Bayou Federal Credit Union here 
was chartered in April 2, 1945. With a 

membership of nine among Mound Bayou and a 

radius of six miles and with assets of 
$173,525.99, it will pay a premium of $87.28 

for its insurance this year—1/2 of one percent of 

its share accounts, the same fee paid by all 
credit unions, state-chartered or federal. By law 

the insurance is mandatory for the latter, 

optional for the former. 

Officers of Mound Bayou Credit Union are 

Wesley Liddell, President, Marcus L. Peterson, 

Treasurer, etc. 

MR. AND MRS. ISAIAH T. MONTGOMERY, 
taken during celebration of their wedding anniversary 

May 11, 1921. She was the former Martha Robb, of 

Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

Mrs. Pauline Holmes 

PRES., MOUND BAYOU 

CIVIC CLUB 
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(continued from page 5) Cincinnati 

Exposition that year, Montgomery and 

Sons, billed as the third largest cotton 

producer in the South, won all the prizes 

for cotton. Lerone Bennet, referring to this 

era, claims the Montgomery’s entertained 

in “Gone with the Wind” style! 

The most difficult problem facing the 

Davis Bend colony was its relation to the 

larger white society. The reaction to the 

colony was less than warm in most parts of 

the state. A Jackson newspaper commented 

in 1866, "All we have to say on the subject 

is that we would prefer not to be a planter 

adjoining or adjacent to one of these 

colonies." Though there were only 40 

whites on Davis Bend in 1870 and the 

geography of the Bend gave the colonists 

some degree of isolation, they continually 

had problems with local whites. In 1865 

some mules were stolen from the 

Montgomery’s. They took the case to court 

and won the mules back, but they were 

returned with some kind of disease! 

Montgomery complained to Davis that 

white planters on the other side of the river 

were stealing labor "by means of agents 

paid for such duties." Relations grew even 

more strained as whites moved to 

overthrow the Reconstruction governments 

in the Vicksburg area. Montgomery tenants 

were (Often stopped and jailed on trumped 

up charges; their well was poisoned and 

their dock was burned by a fire of 

mysterious origin. 

With the gradual withdrawal of federal 

influence, the Montgomery's were placed 

in a virtually powerless position. 

Therefore, they concocted a strategy of 

political non-involvement that went a long 

way towards soothing relations with 

whites. Montgomery advertised in the 

paper: 

"Regarding the suffrage question as of 

doubtful utility, the discussion of it and 

other political topics is more likely to 

produce contention and idleness than 

harmony in the community, such 

discussions will be discouraged." 

When Benjamin Montgomery was 

appointed Justice of the Peace on Davis 

Bend in 1867 (thus becoming the first 

Black to hold a state office after the Civil 

War), the event caused such resentment 

among local whites that he sent Isaiah 

around to them, assuring that he would not 

hear cases involving local whites. Despite 

the apparent submissiveness of 

Montgomery to local whites, it is quite 

clear that this was only used as a type of 

strategy to pacify whites, for he was

was one of the most successful meetings in the history 

of the league. 

In the year of 1901, at its annual session in Chicago, 

Ill., Mr. Banks was elected Third Vice-President. of 

the National Negro Business League. In the year of 

1907 at Topeka, Kansas, he was elected First Vice-

President of the National Negro Business League, and 
has been honored with re-election to that office at each 

annual session of the league since that time. In the 

deliberations of that distinguished body of successful 
Negroes there have been but few men whose 

utterances have been listened to with such rapt 

attention and such unconcealed interest as those of Mr. 
Charles Banks. He is a power in the councils of the 

National League, and a worthy representative of the 

South. 

THE MOUND BAYOU INDUSTRIES 

In the year of 1907 the fertile mind and far-seeing 

genius of Mr. Banks organized the Mound Bayou Oil 
Mill & Manufacturing Company. The erection of the 

mammoth buildings of the plant began in the year of 

1908. So far as obtainable records show, this 

enterprise is the largest manufacturing plant of the 

race in the whole of America. Its erection is not only a 

compliment to the aggressive business ideas of Mr. 
Banks, but it is a monument to the architectural and 

constructive genius of the Negro race. Everything that 
is connected with the building has been done by Negro 

brain and Negro muscle. The estimated cost of the 

plant is one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000). This 
manufactory, situated in the very heart of the cotton 

industry of the Southland, can transform the cotton 

seed into cotton seed oil, cotton seed meal, cotton seed 
fertilizing substances, and their numerous by-products. 

This is an age of utility and the toiling farmers of the 

South are entitled to receive the benefit of every 
possible product that can be manufactured from the 

cotton on their farms. Hence the operation of this plant 

will be Godsend to the farmers of that region, for it 
will enable them to utilize everything from their cotton 

except the dew and the frost on the stalks. 

In the year of 1906 Mr. Banks organized the Mound 
Bayou Land & Investment Company, with an 

authorized capital of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000). 

In the organization of this company, Mr. Banks put 
into operation a scheme of beneficence that has been 

as far-reaching in its effect as it was novel in its 

conception. It has ever been the desire of the 
founders and leaders of the Mound Bayou settlement 

to, have a strictly Negro community, both as to race 

and 

the ownership of the land. When Mr. Banks first 

moved to the town of Mound Bayou he found that 

many farms of the colored people were mortgaged for 
various sums of money to white capitalists and 

speculators. He immediately perceived the fact that if 

nothing were done to relieve the condition of the 
farmers by helping them to pay off the encumbrances 

on their lands much of the valuable land that was in 

the possession of the colored farmers would, 
ultimately revert to the white capitalists and money 

lenders to whom the lands had been mortgaged. To the 

thoughtful and far-seeing mind of Mr. Banks such a 
possibility was fraught with danger to the future 

welfare and integrity of the Mound Bayou settlement. 

In order to prevent such a possibility by providing 
money for the payment of all mortgages either on or 

before the date of their maturity, the Mound Bayou 

Land & Investment Company was organized. This 
company has wisely carried out the purposes for 

which it was brought into existence. It has brought in a 

(continued on page 9—SEE BANKS) 

CHARLES BANKS 

Early in life Mr. Banks elected to pursue a business 

career. There was always something in mercantile or 

business life that had a fascination for him. The dull, 
prosaic life on the farm had virtually no attraction for 

him as a life work in comparison with the excitement 

and exchange that are incipient to a business career. 
He has always liked the jingle and clink of the dollars 

of commerce and their sound is as pleasing to his ears 

as the rhapsody of a Beethoven sonata. He entered 
mercantile life in Clarksdale, Miss., in the year of 

1889, when a mere boy, and continued in business for 

fifteen years, or until the year of 1903. In the month 
of November, 1903, he retired from the mercantile 

business in Clarksdale, Miss., moved to the town of 

Mound Bayou and cast his lot for weal or woe with 
the good people of that progressive and unique 

settlement. 

BANK ORGANIZER 

It was due to the initiative, persistence, financial 

strength and popularity of Mr. Banks that the Bank of 

Mound Bayou was organized and put into operation 
in the year of 1904. The Bank of Mound Bayou, 

located as it is in one of the richest farming sections 

of the Delta, and amidst a teeming population of 
hardworking, energetic and thrifty members of the 

race, is one of the most successful financial 
institutions of the race. It does an enormous amount 

of business in the crop harvesting time of the year, 

and in that season of the year the deposits in that bank 
will run up into the thousands of dollars in the course 

of a single day. The Bank of Mound Bayou is 

capitalized at; $25,000, and its officers and directors 
are some of the wealthiest men in the State.  The 

quarterly Statement of the bank shows that its 

resources are in excess of one hundred thousand 

dollars ($100,000). 

NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE 

In the year of 1905, at Greenville, Mississippi, Mr. 
Banks was instrumental in organizing the Mississippi, 

Negro Business League. As an honor that was due to 

him, both as the promoter of the league and a man 

experienced in successful business life, he was 

elected the first President of the State League, and has 

been honored with re-election to that office at each 
annual meeting of the league since its organization. 

As President of the league, his wise and aggressive 

leadership has done much to encourage and stimulate 
business enterprises among the members of the race, 

not only in the State of Mississippi, but throughout 

the South. 

COMMUNITY BUILDER 

Charlie Banks 

Man of Many Parts 

 

The session of the State League was held in the 

town of Mound Bayou in the summer of 1910, and 
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intimately involved in securing Black 

control of the Davis plantations. He 

had locked horns with whites' in 

securing a Black post-master at Davis 

Bend, and he kept himself well 

informed of all political movements in 

the state by sending Ben Green as 

observer to all political meetings. 

Moreover, the colonists participated in 

all elections, voting solidly Republican 

even in the election of 1876. By 1873 

the colonists had established quite an 

empire; however, the next seven years 

would witness the total demise of this 

empire. Several factors were involved 

in this dramatic reversal. The price of 

cotton continued to fall drastically 

from the high point in 1863 of $1.00 

per Ib. to less than 9£ per Ib. in 1880. 

The location of the plantations on the 

river left them vulnerable to continuous 

overflows, and many of the tenants 

began to get understandably 

discouraged migrating to Kansas and 

other places in search of better 

fortunes. The clincher came in 1874 

when Jefferson Davis, four years 

following the death of Joseph Davis, 

did an abrupt about face, and filed suit 

for Brier-field, or its value in terms of 

the notes due the Davis estate by the 

Montgomery’s, all of which had been 

willed to Jefferson's children. Davis 

fought the case all the way to the 

Supreme Court, finally winning in 

'June of 1878 to have title reverted to 

himself. Though the lawsuit was not 

against the Montgomery’s, Davis' 

intentions were less than clear. A 

newspaper writer of the times Claimed 

Joseph had been sincere in his dealings 

with the Montgomery’s, yet Jefferson 

had only wanted to ''keep his property 

safe until the storm of indignation 

against him at the North should blow 

over, when he hoped to get it back." In 

any event, two years later, Davis 

instituted foreclosure proceedings upon 

the Montgomery’s, and once again 

Brierfield was his. 

In 1878 Benjamin Montgomery 

passed from this life. He 

(continued on page 10- SEE HISTORY) 

(BANKS—continued from page 8) 

legitimate and business-like way a great and salutary 

change in the social and material status of many deserving 

members of the race, and it demonstrates in a practical 

way how much real strength there is in united action and 

what the race is capable of accomplishing when the 

minds, hearts and financial resources of its members are 

working in a common and worthy cause. In having taken 

the initiative in the launching of this great race enterprise, 

Mr. Banks has shown himself to be a real benefactor to 

his race. 

INSURANCE COMPANY BUILLDER 

Mr. Banks is one of the directors of the Union Guaranty 

Insurance Company of Mississippi, a corporation 

capitalized at $50,000 and chartered under the laws of that 

State for the purpose of doing a general life insurance and 

bonding business. He is also one of the directors of the 

Mississippi Beneficial Life Insurance Company of the 

same State, a corporation that seems destined to play a 

very conspicuous part in the life insurance business of the 

colored people of the United States. In connection with 

his activities in the life insurance business, Mr. Banks is 

one of the trustees of Campbell College, Jackson, Miss., 

one of the leading educational institutions of the A.M.E. 

Church. He is also one of the trustees of Utica Normal and 
Industrial Institute, of which Prof. W. H. Holtzelaw is the 

President. 

HIS RELIGIOUS PROMINENCE 

Mr. Banks has ever been a prominent factor in the 

religious life of his race. He is a member of the African 

Methodist Episcopal Church, and notwithstanding the fact 

that he is a layman, he has been singularly honored by the 

heads of that church. In the year of 1896 he was elected a 

delegate to the General Conference of the African 

Methodist Episcopal Church which convened in 

Wilmington, N. C., and he has been honored with election 

to every general conference since that year up to the 

present time. He is considered one of the pillars of 

Methodism in his State, and his loyalty and fidelity to his 
branch of the great Christian Church have meant much to 

its welfare and progress. 

HIS POLITICAL CAREER 

It would not seem natural for a man of Mr. Banks' 

active and aggressive temperament to be satisfied without 

participating to some extent in politics. While he is a 

business man rather than a politician, yet the fact that h£ 

is interested in the political welfare of his people should 

be a matter of commendation instead of censure. 

Whatever differences of opinion there may be with 

reference to the participation of the race in politics, there 

can be no doubt of the fact that any intelligent, law-

abiding citizen that does not exercise his privileges under 

the constitution of the land is generally looked upon with 

suspicion and disfavor. 

In the year of 1890 Mr. Banks served as census 

enumerator in his district. In the year of 1900 the 

Secretary of the Interior, Hon. Ethan A. Hitchcock, 

Appointed Mr. Banks Supervisor of the Twelfth Census 

for the Third Supervisor's District of Mississippi. He was 

elected a delegate to the National Republican Convention 

from the Third Mississippi District in 1904, while in the 

year of 1908 he was a delegate at large from his state to 

the National Republican Convention at Chicago. 

Mr. Banks was appointed Colonel on the staff of Hon. 

J. W. Lyons in the great parade in the city of Washington, 

D. C., on the occasion of the inauguration of Hon. 

Theodore Roosevelt as President and Hon. Charles W. 

Fairbanks as Vice-President of the United States of 

America. 

Mr. Banks was the original Taft supporter in the State 

of Mississippi in the now historic campaign for the 

Republican nomination for the presidency in the year of 

1908, and with voice and pen he did more than possibly 

any other man to turn popular support in the direction of 

Mr. Taft's candidacy. Having been such a valiant 

supporter of the candidacy of Mr. Taft for the nomination, 

Mr. Banks was the choice of the delegates of his race to 

second the nomination of the party's standard bearer, but 

for the sake of political expediency this honor was not 

conferred upon him. 

HIS EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

That Mr. Banks is thoroughly in sympathy with the 
educational interests of the race is demonstrated by the 

fact that more along educational lines has been done by 

him for the town of Mound Bayou and the surrounding 

country than has been done by the combined efforts of all 

other forces. It was largely through his influence and 

solicitation that the Carnegie Library was given to the 

town of Mound Bayou, Mississippi. Also, the Jeanes Fund 

has been made available through his efforts. This fund is 

one of the great philanthropic acts of recent years, and has 

for its object the encouragement and development of rural 

schools in communities where the resources of the county 

are not sufficient to provide means for the proper running 

of the schools for a reasonable length of time during the 

year. 

One of the most substantial advantages that has been 

gained for the Mound Bayou settlement through the 

efforts of Mr. Banks was the appointment of a government 

agricultural expert for the benefit of the farmers. This 

expert is paid a salary by the general government, and it is 

his duty to make demonstrations of the best methods of 

farming and to teach practical things along the line of 

agricultural economy. 

Mr. Banks had personal charge of Dr. Booker T. 

Washington's itinerary through the State of Mississippi. 

Many who were in position to know pronounce the 

itinerary of the doctor to have been one of the best planned 

and one of the most successful in the> history of his 

travels through the country. The distinguished visitor was 

tendered a continuous ovation the entire length of his 

journey, and the illustrious George Washington of the 

early days of the republic was not more joyfully received 

on his journey to the capitol of the nation in order to take 

in hand the reins of government than his distinguished 

namesake of a different race and generation was received 

by his appreciative and admiring country-men. 

HIS GREAT SUCCESS 

In the year of 1893, before reaching his majority, Mr. 

Banks achieved one of the greatest successes of his 

eventful career when he won and led to the altar Miss 

Trennie Ophelia Booze, of Natchez, Miss. She was a 

student of the Natchez Baptist College, one of the leading 

educational institutions of the State of Mississippi. Among 

her many claims to the appreciation and gratitude of her 

race is the fact that she was for some time a teacher in the 

schools of her native State. She is a highly intelligent and 

refined woman, and such a companion as can ornament 

and bless the home of a worthy and appreciative man. If 

Mr. Banks has made any unusual headway up the hill of 

life, the accomplishment has largely been due to the 
encouragement and devotion of his wife. She is one that is 

loyal and true to the interests of her husband, and capable 

of giving to him that encouragement, advice and support 

that a successful business man must have to enable him to 

steer clear of the Scylla and Charybdis of business 

misfortune. She is noted for her many domestic 

accomplishments and for her genuine hospitality. 

MASONIC BENEFIT ASSOCIATION 

In the month of December, 1910, at Holly Springs, 

Miss., Mr. Banks was elected by an overwhelming vote to 

the responsible position of Secretary-Treasurer of the 

Masonic Benefit Association. It is one of the most 

responsible positions in the gift of the order and worthy of 

the aspirations of any man. In this official capacity it is his 
bounden duty to look after the endowment finances of the 

order and see that each policy is paid to the proper and 

legal beneficiary. His office as Secretary-Treasurer is 

located at Mound Bayou, Miss., and in it there are 

employed nine clerks 

for the proper and expeditious performance of the duties 

of the office. In the course of a fiscal year the sum of 

$200,000 is collected and disbursed in proper channels. 

This department of the order was organized in the year 

of 1880, and this fraternity has the honor of being one of 

the pioneer orders to establish the endowment scheme of 

beneficence which is now gen- 

(continued on page 10- SEE BANKS) 
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had accomplished some remarkable 

feats in his lifetime, but his death 

probably marked the end of the Davis 

Bend colony. Without him, the place 

just wasn't the same. Many of the 

settlers, discouraged by conditions in 

Mississippi, migrated North and West. 

Ben Green moved to the Eastern part 

of the state, Thornton spoke of moving 

West, and Isaiah under took a journey 

to Kansas to inspect conditions 

prevailing due to the massive influx of 

settlers to Kansas from the southern 

states. While there, Isaiah helped a 

group of ex-Davis Bend colonists 

establish themselves in a colony in 

Redmonsville, purchasing land in the 

colony, land which he held for several 

years. Returning to Davis Bend in late 

1879, Montgomery hoped to salvage 

their fortunes, but the foreclosure suit 

brought by Davis dashed these hopes. 

Thornton moved to North Dakota, and 

Isaiah moved to Vicksburg where he 

set up a small mercantile 

establishment. Davis Bend was 

finished. Despite its shortcomings, the 

Davis Bend colony can be looked upon 

as a success, for from this colony arose 

Isaiah T. Montgomery, Benjamin T. 

Green, and a small band of people 

determined to be more than peons for a 

group of white merchants. 

Montgomery, molded in the image of 

his father, was the planter-philosopher; 

Green the son of a mechanic had been 

tutored extensively by the 

Montgomery’s in their mercantile 

business. Together they would 

continue the heritage of Davis Bend, 

for in late 1885 cousin Isaiah 

approached Ben Green with an 

intriguing proposition -- the formation 

of an all-Black town. Davis Bend was 

about to get a second chance. 

THE FOUNDING OF MOUND 

BAYOU 

In the early 1880's a group of wealthy 

financiers had formed a company 

which eventually merged with other 

companies to form the Louisville, New 

Orleans, and Texas Railway. Existing 

until 1892, when they merged with the 

Yazoo and Mississippi Valley 

Railroad to become a part of the 

Illinois Central complex, the owners 

of the L.N.O.T. had purchased over a 

million acres of land from the 

Mississippi Levee Commission in the 

Yazoo-Mississippi Delta, an area 

which was sparsely settled, heavily 

wooded, flat and swampy. The 

railroad was quite interested in gaining 

some profit from these lands, yet 

whites wouldn't purchase them for 

fear of the dreaded swamp fever. 

Therefore the railroad turned to the 

Black population, offering good prices 

on good terms in order to develop the 

the area. Blacks jumped at the chance 

and heavy immigration to the Delta 

began to be registered in 1886. Isaiah 

Montgomery became deeply interested 

in this migration, and saw the 

opportunity developing to test his 

father's ideas once again. Via an 

unknown chain of events, 

Montgomery came into contact with 

the railroad land agent, George 

McGinnis, negotiated the proposition 

of an all-Black colony, and submitted 

a plan to the railroad which was 

"heartily approved." A series of trips 

ensued through through the Delta in 

the fall of 1886. Montgomery, 

accompanied by a civil engineer, 

tramped through the wilderness for 

several months, searching for a site 

"as remote from other established 

settlements as possible." Finally, on 

July 12, 1887, he selected a site in 

Bolivar County just about half way 

between Vicksburg and Memphis. He 

returned to 

(continued on page 11-SEE HITORY) 

(BANKS—continued from page 9) 

erally in force in every reputable fraternity in the land. The 

endowment policy of the order is $700, and is thus one of the 

largest in the realm of lodge-dom. 

The Secretary-Treasurer has one of the best equipped 

offices in the State, and everything in it is on parity with his 

own up-to-date ideas. The office has the latest filing devices, 

which enable any member or any payment to be traced back 

to the establishment of the department in the year of 1880. 

SPLENDID CIRCUMSTANCES 

While the writer has no definite data showing the financial 

resources of the subject, yet there is every reason to believe 

that he is one of the wealthiest colored men of the State of 

Mississippi. He is said to own a controlling interest in the 

Bank of Mound Bayou. He has some valuable city property, 

and he is also one of the largest land holders of color in the 

Delta section of his State. Connected as he is with all of the 

big corporations of the race in the State of Mississippi and a 

leading spirit in their management, there is no reason why 

the subject should not be one of the leading men of the* 

State in point of wealth. 

In the year of 1908 Mr. Banks had erected for his use the 

most palatial residence in the Delta section of the State. It is 

constructed on modern plans and it is commodious enough to 

house a small-sized army. It is provided with, every conven-

ience and comfort that the heart of mind can desire, and 

should satisfy the ambition of anyone. The approximate cost 

of this magnificent home in the Delta was ten thousand 

dollars ($10,000). The rich barons of olden times did not live 

in more real comfort and security than does the subject of 

this sketch in his palatial home. 

PROGRESSIVE LEADER 

Judging by the signs of the times, Mr. Banks "is one of the 

coming men of the race in the State of Mississippi. He has 

many things in his favor to aid him in scaling to the very top 

of the ladder of success. He is young, healthy and popular, 

and all of his faculties are in their fullest development. He is 

connected with nearly every enterprise of note in the State of 

Mississippi, and is undoubtedly one of the busiest men in the 

State. He has a mind that is capable of continuous, incessant 

and interminable effort. It would be utterly impossible for an 

ordinary mind to keep in touch with the multitude of busi-

ness affairs that daily form the routine of his life. 

Mr. Banks has many of the elements of an ideal leader. He 

is a tireless worker. When he moved to Mound Bayou in the 

year of 1904 the force of his personality was immediately 

felt in the affairs of the town, and a wonderful change was 

wrought in the town in a very short time. The main public 

enterprises of the Mound Bayou settlement owe their incep-

tion and fruition to his leadership and ability. He has the 

power of initiative to an unusual degree and is able to think 

carefully over and attempt to do a dozen different things 

before an ordinary mind will have even awaken to the situa-

tion. While he is one brilliant star of the first magnitude in 

the town of Mound Bayou, Miss., he has surrounded himself 

with some very brilliant satellites. He has brought to the 

town to co-operate with him in business matters splendidly 

educated men as private secretaries, expert accountants and 

high class clerical experts. He has introduced new and virile 

red blood to build up the old municipal structure from its 

very foundation. 

Mr. Banks has not a high percent of Anglo-Saxon blood in 

his veins, as everyone knows. Therefore, the Negro race is 

entitled to receive full credit for his enterprise, genius and 

brains. He has every qualification for a born leader of men, 

and his success in this particular demonstrates the truth of the 

statement. 

EDITOR'S NOTES: The story of Charles Banks was taken 

from BEACON LIGHTS OF THE RACE, a scholarly book 

authored by the late Prof. G. P. Hamilton, for 43 years 

principal of Booker T. Washington High School, Memphis, 

Tennessee, in 1911. Mr. Banks was still living at the time the 

book was written. Hence this story appears in the "historical 

present tense." 

Another biographical sketch—that on Dr. A. A. Cosey, 

which appears elsewhere in this book, also came from the 

BEACON LIGHTS OF THE RACE. 

This and some of the other articles are compiled from the 

75th Anniversary Brochure. 

RESIDENCE of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Banks, 

Mound Bayou, Miss. Mrs. Banks is shown in inset. 
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Vicksburg, induced Ben Green, his 

cousin, to join him in the venture, and 

in late December, he and Green 

purchased 840 acres of land at $7.00 

per acre, paying $420 down with the 

balance due in five annual payments. 

The spot selected was named Mound 

Bayou after the "large Indian mound 

located at the convergence of two 

bayous which drained the territory." It 

was a small beginning, but it was a 

beginning. 

Montgomery and Green immediately 

began to attract settlers to their 

proposition, recruiting extensively 

throughout the South. Montgomery 

acted as land agent for the railroad 

offering 40  acre tracts at $8 or $9 

per acre, though he required a $40 

entrance fee on each 40 acre tract.    

It is unknown how many people 

initially answered their challenge 

but several different sources 

indicate that there were probably 

about thirty families which undertook 

this monumental task in the 

inhospitable Delta wilderness. 

The fall of 1887 marked the arrival of 

the first group of settlers. Leaving their 

families behind, this sturdy group of 

men faced the typically difficult 

obstacles of forging a frontier 

community. Less than 75 acres were 

available for cultivation, land owned 

mainly by poor whites who had settled 

there years previously. The rest was 

covered by a thick coating of trees and 

undergrowth, through which the only 

means of moving was by hatchet or 

machete. The forests were filled with 

wild animals, and there was the ever-

present fear of swamp fever, to which 

some settlers succumbed. Nevertheless, 

this small band of Black men, many of 

whom had struggled with the 

Montgomery’s and the rest of the men 

fell to their knees and prayed for 

guidance in their momentous 

undertaking. Montgomery then turned 

to the men and exclaimed 

(continue on page 12 - SEE HISTORY) 

One of the best known, most progressive, most 
popular and most versatile men in the State of 

Mississippi, and one to whom his adopted State is 

deeply indebted for services rendered in behalf of the 
welfare and uplift of his race, is Dr. A. A. Cosey, of 

Mound Bayou, Miss. His strong personality as a race 

leader, his aggressiveness as a business man, his 
progressive ideas concerning citizenship, and his 

unbounded popularity both in ministerial and 

fraternal circles, give him an extraordinary power for 
good in the advancement and elevation of his race, to 

which he has dedicated the activities and best years 

of his useful life. 

HIS BIRTHPLACE 

The popular subject of this sketch is a native of the 
State of Louisiana, and was born in Newellton, July 

2, 1874. He was the issue of Elias and Jane Cosey, 

both of whom were parents of the old school of 
excellence and virtue, and strove to inculcate in the 

mind of their son all the cardinal virtues of character. 

His father was a native of the State of Louisiana, but 
his mother was a product of the proud old State of 

Kentucky, and no doubt transmitted to her son much 

of that hustling, aggressive and determined spirit 
which today forms the salient trait of his character. 

The doctor was reared on the farm, and was daily 
inured to its duties and hardships until he had 

acquired an education that enabled him to quit the 

farm and transfer his energies into other channels of 

activity. 

HIS EDUCATION 

The early educational training of Dr. A. A. Cosey 

was in the public schools of his native community, 

but at the age of sixteen years the sphere of his 
educational activities was changed to Natchez 

College, Natchez, Mississippi, in which institution of 

learning he completed the academic course. While a 
student of Natchez College he partly maintained 

himself by engaging in the teachers' profession 

during his summer vacation; at the close of his 
student life at Natchez College he engaged 

actively in the profession of teaching for six years in 

the State of Mississippi, and thus early laid the 

foundation of a useful and noble career in the 

uplift of his people.  

TRAITS AS A MINISTER 

The doctor is as progressive a preacher as he is 

a citizen. He does not divorce religion from the daily 

affairs of life, for he believes in the power of religion 
in the present life as in the life beyond the 

grave. He is called the "business preacher," 

because of the fact that he is actively engaged in 
the material affairs of life and has won success 

in the business world that would be a credit to 

any of the great captains of industry rather 
than to a minister of the gospel. He is strong 

in every department of ministerial service. He is 

a forceful and effective pulpit orator, a good 
pastor and a safe and conservative leader, and the 

magnitude of his following demonstrates the 

truth of this statement.  

HIS HONNORARY DEGREE 

That the reverend subject of this sketch has im
pressed his personality deeply upon the affections of 

the people of the State and upon their institutions, is 

evident to all who are acquainted with his high and 
influential standing with the Baptists of the State of 

Mississippi. As it has already been stated, Dr. Cosey 
studied theology while a student at Natchez College. 

His success as a minister of the gospel has been so 

great that his alma mater, Natchez College, as a faint 
testimonial of its appreciation of his services, 

conferred upon , him the honorary degree of Doctor 

of Divinity in 1905, an honor which he wears not 

only with becoming dignity, but with real merit. 

HONORS FROM HIS DENOMINATION 

Very few ministers of the gospel have been more 

highly honored in an official way than has Dr. Cosey 

of Mound Bayou, Miss. Both the Baptists of his State 
and the Baptists of the whole nation have been 

pleased to confer honors upon him. He served as 

Corresponding Secretary of the General Missionary 
Baptist State Convention of Mississippi, and for 

several years he has been conspicuous "in the official 

councils of the National Baptist Convention. In the 
year of 1905 he was elected Corresponding Secretary 

of the National Baptist Benefit Association, a 

position to which he has been re-elected every 
recurring year since that time. In intellectual caliber 

he is national in dimensions and capable of reflecting 

the greatest possible credit upon the distinguished 
body of churchmen whose interests he has so 

faithfully served. 

CHIEF GRAND MENTOR 

The fraternity of which Dr. A. A. Cosey is the 

honored leader in the jurisdiction of Mississippi is 
one of the oldest benevolent organizations of the 

race, and was first organized in the year of 1871 by 

the revered and lamented Moses Dickson, a man of 
great sagacity and foresight, who early seized the 

opportunity after the race's emancipation to unite its 

members in a fraternal body for the advancement and 
uplift of the race. In those early days the benighted 

members of the race were sorely in need of a strong 

(continued on page 18 - SEE DR. COSEY) 

DR. A. A. COSEY 

DR. A. A. COSEY ACHIEVED AS A 

CHURCHMAN, FRATERNAL LEADER . . . 

Chief Grand Mentor of The Mississippi Jurisdiction of The International 

Order of Twelve, Knights and Daughters of Tabor— 

Corresponding Secretary of The National Baptist Benefit Ass'n 
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Why stagger at the difficulties that comfort you; have 

you not for centuries braved the miasma and hewn 

down forests like these at the behest of a master? Can 

you not do it for yourselves and your children unto 

successive generations that they may worship and 

develop under their own vine and fig tree? 

With a singleness of purpose the men set about clearing the 

land and Montgomery arranged with the railroad to have the 

men sleep on the night train to Memphis, where they would 

transfer to another train heading back towards Vicksburg in the 

morning. Ben Green rigged up a groundhog sawmill to lay by 

timber for homes, and by October the first cabin went up. These 

little cabins, constructed from the raw materials of the land, 

provided some protection from the elements, yet they were 

anything but comfortable. By the end of 1887 some 80 or 90 

acres of land had been cleared, but a flood late in the year 

nearly destroyed all of their work. However, the settlers 

persisted in their efforts, and in February of 1888 the first 

women and children arrived, and the first crops of corn and 

cotton were planted. 

For several years the settlers just barely got by, the major 

means of subsistence being the sale of excess timber to the 

railroad for cross ties and staves. Some settlers sharecropped; 

others sent their wives and children to work as domestics or 

pick cotton for white planters, thereby "keeping the wolf from 

the door." It was not a comfortable existence, and some of the 

settlers didn't last. In fact, at the end of five years, many of the 

settlers including Montgomery were largely in debt to the 

railroad. However, Montgomery induced the railroad to renew 

the contracts whenever necessary, and if a man failed, another 

was put in his place. Simon Gaiter, one of the original settlers, 

offered this summary of life in these frontier days: 

When I started to Mound Bayou, I had$175 in total cash 

assets, and after purchases of land and provisions, I had left 

only ten dollars. I planted a garden, set my wife and children 

about to clear up land at $4 per acre, while I myself went into 

the woods and engaged in getting out stave boards. In the fall 

most of the women and children of the neighborhood went to 

Shelby and picked cotton. In 1889 I picked cotton for the 

Messrs. Blanchard Bros., white planters, and I rolled logs at 

night, and made staves in the day... 

The first few years brought the establishment of the basic 

institutions of the community. Montgomery's wife and Ben 

Green setup a small supply store in March of 1888, and began 

to cater to most of the colony's needs. They purchased the saw 

mill and erected the first gin. A post office was set up at 

Mongomery's home, and train tickets were available in the 

store. Montgomery and his sister even began holding classes for 

the children in his home in the evenings, and the Green Grove 

Batist Church was founded in another settlers home. 

Montgomery was clearly the town leader, and embodied the 

town government during the first few years, being as he was, 

the symbol of the hope of the town. To the settlers, Mound 

Bayou clearly reresented the attempt to disprove the prevalent 

notion that Blacks could not control and develop themselves. 

A.P. Hood said it clearly in 1910; “The Mound Bayou effort 

must not fail...a reputation of a race is at hazard.” Once again 

the idea of an all-Black, self-determining community was at 

stake. The next thirty years would see the full blossom of this 

dominant idea. 

THE EARLY YEARS 

The early years were times of turmoil for the colonists. Faced with 

a seemingly impossible task, many of the early settlers were barely 

able to get by, while others left the colony entirely. However, from 

1896 to 1914 this trend was almost completely reversed due to the 

immigration of large numbers of settlers, some of whom were 

escaping the "whitecaps" of southern Mississippi, a terrorist 

organization designed to displace Black landholders from their land. 

Montgomery also continued his advertising schemes, and held big 

celebrations on all holidays for the purpose of publicizing the 

growing town. 

By 1898 the population of Mound Bayou had grown to such an 

extent that a certain group in town began clamoring for 

incorporation. At first there was a considerable opposition to 

incorporation, the argument being that incorporation would bring the 

loss of the pioneer spirit, as well as throw the burden of tax support 

upon the landholders. Nevertheless, the idea prevailed, and on 

August 16, 1898, Mound Bayou became an officially incorporated 

village with 183 registered voters. Isaiah T. Montgomery was 

appointed the first mayor; John W. Francis, George A. Lee, and 

James M. Marr were appointed aldermen; and William L. Grady and 

Alexander Myers were appointed marshal and treasurer, 

respectively. 

The turning of the century marked the beginning of a substantial 

period of progress for the town of Mound Bayou. New settlers 

continued to flock to the community. Landholding by Black people  

increased not only in Mound Bayou, but also in Bolivar County as a 

whole; and as a result of the rising prices of cotton, the commercial 

life of Mound Bayou began to increase radically. In 1903 Mound 

Bayou received its greatest stimulus with the arrival of one Charles 

Banks from Clarksdale. Only thirty years old, Banks was already a 

financial success, and a wizard in the handling of financial affairs. In 

1904 Banks opened the Bank of Mound Bayou, one of the first 

Black-owned banks in the state of Mississippi. In 1905 he organized 

the Mississippi Negro Business League, and in 1907 held the first 

vice-presidency in the national organization headed by Booker T. 

Washington. His close relationship with Washington brought the 

wizard of Tuskegee to take a special interest in Mound Bayou. 

Washington visited Mound Bayou in 1907 and liked what he saw. 

From that day forth he was ever involved in attracting capital to 

Mound Bayou, and in fact, he wrote several articles about Mound 

Bayou, Charles Banks, and Isaiah Montgomery. By 1910 Mound 

Bayou had grown to half the size of Cleveland, was twice the size of 

Merigold, and was nearly equal in size to Shelby. The business life 

of the community centered about the production of cotton, was 

booming. An article written in 1910 about Mound Bayou listed over 

50 businesses as operating in the progressive town. 

In 1907 Charles Banks/ Isaiah Montgomery, and Booker T. 

Washington began organizing the proposition which was to be the 

ultimate reflection of the progress of Mound Bayou—The Mound 

Bayou Cotton -- Seed Oil Mill. Billed nationally as an all-Black 

enterprise, the oil mill was endorsed willingly by the State Negro 

Business League in 1907, and Banks and Montgomery began to 

issue $100,000 worth of stock at $1 per share, hoping to amass the 

capital among the Black population of the country. Mound Bayou 

placed big hopes on the oil mill project, and Banks told a group of 

would-be investors in 1910 that the oil mill was 

(continued on page 13- SEE HISTORY) 
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In December of 1910, 

Mrs. Ella Wheeler Wilcox's poem, 

"The White Man,” 

appeared in "The Cosmopoli tan", 

a Black-operated newspaper. 
 

Wherever the white man's feet have trod 

(Oh. far does the white man stray) 

A bold road rifles the virginal sod, 

And the forest wakes out of its dream of 

God, To yield him the right of way. 

For this is the law: by the power of 

thought 

For worse, or for better, are miracles 

wrought. 

 
Wherever the white man's pathway leads, 

(Far, far, has that pathway gone) 

The earth is littered with broken creeds. 

And always the dark man's tent recedes. 

And the white man pushes on. For this is 

the law: be it good or ill, AM things must 

yield to the stronger will. 

 

Wherever the white man's light is shed, 

(Oh, far has the light been thrown) 

Though nature has suffered, and beauty 
fled, The goal of the race has been thrust 

ahead And the might of the race has grown. 

For this is the law: be it cruel or kind, 

The universe sways to the power of mind. 

 

“They WED” 
 

Miss Mercedes Holmes became the bride 

of Erskine Lytle III, on June 26, 1971 in the 

First Baptist Church, Mound Bayou, 

Mississippi. 

Announcement of the engagement and 

marriage was made by her parents, Mr. and 

Mrs. C. Preston Holmes of Mound Bayou 

Mississippi. Mrs. Holmes is President of the 
Mound Bayou Civic Club and Mr. Holmes 

is the Postmaster. 

The new bride is a graduate of Fisk 

University, Nashville, Tennessee, with a 

major in Music Education. She received her 

Master's Degree from Stanford University, 

Palo Alto, California, and is now teaching 

music in San Francisco, California. She Is a 

member of Alpha K Pa Alpha Sorority. 

The groom is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Erskine Lytle II of Nashville, Tennessee, 
and is also a graduate of Fisk University, of 

Nashville, Tennessee, with a major in 

History. His law studies were interrupted by 

two years-of service in the United States 

Army. He is a Vietnam Veteran of one year. 

Presently he -is an accountant with Fleet 

Transport Company, Nashville, Tenn. He 

will re-enter North Carolina Central 

University Law School in September. He is 

a member of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. 

(continued from page 12) 

"to become one of the largest of its kind in the South, and will furnish 

employment to hundreds of energetic young colored men and women." The 

entrepreneurs were able to gather over $80,000 by 1912, and on November 26, 

1912 the oil mill was dedicated during impressive ceremonies which included 

a speech by Booker T. Washington. One of the few Black-owned co-op mills in the 

country, the project exuded a confidence and a determination reflected in 

Washington' speech on the occasion: 

You can occupy the soil for all time on one condition, and that is that through 

your brains, through your skilled hands, that you can prove to the world that you 

can get as much out of an acre of land as the people of any other race can get out of 

that acre. But the very minute the world discovers that a man of some other race or 

color or religion can get more out of an acre than a black man, from that moment 

forward the black man will begin to lose his hold as a farmer. 

Thus, by 1912 Mound Bayou, known throughout the country as an outstanding 

example of the progress of Black people in the South, had achieved sizeable 

proportions. Recognizing their substantial growth,  the citizens applied to the 

Governor and received the status of a town, only 25 years after its founding. 

Mound Bayou had come a long way. 

The growth of Mound Bayou was also reflected in its dedication to the building of 

schools and churches, and other community organizations. Montgomery began 

quite early to provide for the education of the children. The first school, headed by 

M.V. Montgomery, became the Mound Bayou public school. Though having an 

enrollment of 200 by 1910, this school was at the mercy of the county board of 

education, which was less than willing to appropriate money for its operation. 

Therefore, Montgomery and Green in 1892, donated several acres of land for the 

establishment of a school "designed to supplement the inadequate curriculum of 

the public schools." This school, named the Mound Bayou Normal and 

Industrial Institute, was built via financial assistance from the American 

Missionary Association, and remained under the control of a local board of 

trustees. To these non-denominational schools was added a Baptist school in 1904. 

Organized under the Baptist State Convention, and founded by Mrs. A.A. Harris, 

the Mound Bayou Industrial College, commonly known as the " Baptist College," 

sported a school population of 200by 1910, and with the other two schools, offered 

to Mound Bayou a caliber of education unparalleled in most sections of the state. 

Montgomery may well have wanted to make Mound Bayou a "college town," for 

in 1887 he had helped found Campbell College. Affiliated with the A.M.E. 

Church, the college began holding classes in Vicksburg and Friar's Point in 1890. 

However, Montgomery induced the president of the L.N.O.T. Railroad to donate 

over 1,000 acres of land about 1 1/2 miles southeast of Mound Bayou to the 

college, in hopes of moving the college to the town. In 1892 Montgomery was 

elected president of Campbell College, and he revealed that he had plans for the 

land as a site of an agricultural education school. Unfortunately the plans never 

materialized, the school was moved to Jackson in 1898, and Montgomery resigned 

as president. Nevertheless, the college retained the lands for several years, and in 

fact began to build on the site some years later. A short drive beyond the co-op 

farm will reveal these buildings to an interested reader. 

The early settlers of Mound Bayou expressed an abiding faith in religion, and 

quite early organized the Greengrove Baptist Church in the home of one of the 

settlers. By 1891 Montgomery and a small band of colonists had organized the 

African Methodist Episcopal Church, and within the next ten years the number of 

churches multiplied rapidly, there being three Baptist, one A.M.E., one Christian, 

and one Methodist Episcopal Church as well as 

(continued on page 14 - SEE HISTORY") 
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several smaller Baptist churches in the surrounding vicinity. 

Greengrove Baptist, which eventually became the First Baptist Church, and the 

A.M.E. church were the first to erect permanent structures, in 1904 and 1905 

respectively, and they were the town leaders in organizing youth groups for 

religious instruction and civic betterment. The strong moral sentiment evident 

in these early churches may have been responsible for Mound Bayou's reputation 

as an orderly community due to its remarkably low "crime rate. 

Corresponding to the rapid growth of churches and schools was the proliferation 

of fraternal orders, secret societies, and various community organizations. By 

1910 there was no less than 12 of these secret societies. Though these lodges 

carried out many social functions such as celebration of holidays or community 

barbeques, their biggest function was their benefit and burial associations, which 

offered premiums at a price local people could afford. Several community 

organizations offered more specific assistance in other areas of community 

concern. Two clubs were founded to help farmers keep their lands from white 

merchants; a Farmer's Institute was founded to supplement the work of the 

Demonstration program in the field of agricultural education; two women's 

societies were formed to "overlook the moral fiber of the community," and 

one of these societies, the Renovators Society, organized the first Founders Day 

Celebration in 1909; even the ministers of the community formed a union. Many 

of these organizations probably participated in sponsoring the Bolivar County 

Negro Fairs, gala celebrations begun in 1910 as an effort to exhibit the best 

products of Black people. Moreover, many of these groups sponsored recreational 

activities such as baseball and instrumental groups, and were decisive in 

setting aside several areas designated as parks. This was the Mound Bayou 

of 1910, a growing, progressive all-Black community striving to achieve self-

determination in a land where Black self-determination was not accepted at all. 

The next thirty years would see this determination weakened and progress halted 

to some extent. We review these years not to deprive Mound Bayou of its glorious 

past, but to enable it to see both its strength and the weaknesses of the past in 

order to build a better future. 

DEPRESSION, DIVISION, AND RACISM 

Despite the economic boom of the early 1900’s, Mound Bayou faced special 

problems by dint of being an all-Black town in a white society, problems faced 

several years earlier by the colonists at Davis Bend.  One of these problems was 

the lack of capital within Mound Bayou. Montgomery and Banks tried several 

schemes to eliminate this difficulty, one of which was to secure philanthropic 

Northern white investment, a measure which provided the least amount of external 

influence upon the community. Both men traveled around the country soliciting 

capital from the Black community, but the deepest problem lay within the town 

itself. Many residents started going to surrounding white communities to purchase 

their supplies, unwittingly contributing to the prevention of the accumulation of 

capital in Mound Bayou. To prevent this action, and also to provide a healthy 

cooperative effort in Mound Bayou, Montgomery organized in 1911 the Farmer's 

Mercantile Cooperative, a merchandising store capitalized and controlled by Black 

farmers themselves. Successful to some degree, this store was clearly seen as an 

attempt to solve this delicate situation. For local whites were quite willing to 

receive this trade, as it helped to build their towns and not Mound Bayou! 

Moreover, they were glad to see Mound Bayou removed as an economic threat, 

and even contributed to it following the failure of the cotton economy beginning in 

the 

(continued on page 15-SEE HISTORY) 

MOUND BAYOU'S MAYORS 

HON. WESLEY LIDDELL, SR. 

HON. EARL S. LUCAS 

HON. B.A. GREEN 
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year of 1914. 

Cotton prices had begun to fall slightly early in the year, but by the end 

of the year a rather mild depression hit the cotton-growing communities 

of the Delta. The Bank of Mound Bayou, which had heavy investments in 

loans to cotton planters, was placed in a situation where its ample assets 

could not be converted to cash. Though not a single irregularity of any 

kind was found on the books, the state banking authorities, in a completely 

illegal move, closed the Bank, charging that the Bank's securities were 

worthless due to the fact they represented Negro properties in a Negro 

town." When the Bank closed, many people in Mound Bayou were 

compelled to go white merchants and bankers for the funds to furnish 

themselves with supplies, and some of these merchants raised their interest 

rates, or stipulated that the farmer's cotton had to be taken to gins in their 

towns. The oil mill, Mound Bayou's pride and joy, suffered equally as 

badly. Due to the lack of capital Charles Banks was forced to sell the 

securities of the oil mill to a Northern white financier and a white 

Memphis businessman. The latter was selected as manager of the mill, but 

he proved to be a rogue, absconding with some of the money. In early 1915 

the oil mill closed. 

Nevertheless, the citizens of Mound Bayou were not the type to give up 

easily. In late 1915, after a court case cleared the former bank of all the 

criminal charges, a new bank, the Mound Bayou State Bank, was reopened. 

The oil mill was rented to a local white and began its operations once again. 

This measure, in active opposition to the ideals of the enterprise, was pushed 

on Montgomery and Banks because local whites began a highly 

successful boycott of the oil mill, and because on the national level, a 

cottonseed oil monopoly was actively working to eliminate the 

competition of such locally owned mills. The price of cotton, a 

commodity of great value to the war effort, began to increase radically, 

reaching a high point in 1919 of over 75 cents per pound. Montgomery 

once again saw the chance for Mound Bayou to take a leadership role in 

the Delta, Soliciting funds throughout the country, Montgomery also 

convinced the citizens of Mound Bayou to float over $100,000 worth of 

bonds for the construction of a modern high school. This school, finished 

in 1920, claimed the impressive title of the Mound Bayou Consolidated 

Public School and County Training School, though it was commonly 

known as the Bolivar County Training School. The school was housed in 

a modern three story brick building with all of the latest improvements, 

held classes nine months a year, and sported a curriculum emphasizing 

"rural principles almost entirely." Probably one of the best Black high 

schools in the state, one observer claimed in 1929 that Mound Bayou had 

become the educational center of the Delta. Thus, despite adversity, 

Mound Bayou continued to strive for success. 

The years of 1919 through 1922 spelled economic disaster for Mound 

Bayou. In 1919 the price of cotton had brought tremendous profits to 

many people, and speculation was rampant. The following year, seeing 

prices open at 85 cents per pound, many people held out for $1 per 

pound, only to see the market crash to a devastating 11 cents per pound. 

This crash reverberated throughout the Delta, throwing many into debt, 

and causing several suicides in the Merigold area. Though many Black 

farmers had made as much as $1900 the year previously, too many had 

been duped by white merchants into purchasing commodities for which 

they now could not pay. Those 

(continued on page 19 - SEE HISTORY) 

Mayors 

Hon. I. T. Montgomery 

Mr. Montgomery was elected and qualified by the Chancery Clerk of 
the Court of Bolivar County August 16, 1898, with three 

Aldermen, namely: George W. Lee, John W. Francis, and James M. 

Marr. In 1902 he resigned to accept the appointment at the hand of 

President Roosevelt to the receiver of Public Moneys. 

Hon. A. P. Hood 

The vacancy caused by Mr. Montgomery's resignation was filled by 

electing Mr. A. P. Hood, who only served to the end of the term. 

Mr. Hood was the author of the "NEGRO AT MOUND 

BAYOU." 

Hon. John W. Cobbs 

Our next Mayor was Mr. John W. Cobbs who served one term and was 

reelected again, and served until his death, which occurred July 26, 

1906. Three members of his family still live in Mound Bayou. 
Mrs. Hattie Cobbs Morgan, daughter; Mrs. Willie Clemmons, 

granddaughter; and Miss Sandra Morgan, great-granddaughter. 

Hon. B. H. Creswell 

On the 14th day of August, 1906 Mr. Creswell was appointed Mayor 

of Mound Bayou to fill the vacancy occasioned by the passing of 
Mayor John W. Cobbs. The citizens were so pleased with his 

administration that as the terms of office expired he was re-elected 

each time until 1919. 

Hon. Benjamin A Green 

Mr. Green was the first child born in the Town of Mound Bayou. 

His early education was obtained in the Public School and the 

Mound Bayou Normal Institute and Alcorn College. In 1909 he 
was graduated from Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn., with an A.B. 

degree. He was a graduate of Harvard Law School in 1914, 

and admitted to practice law in the. State of Mississippi in 
January, 1914. In 1918 he volunteered in the World War, and 

served in France in the Judge Advocate Department. In 1919 he 

was elected Mayor of the Town of Mound Bayou, and served until No

-" vember 10, 1960, when death moved him from our midst. 

Hon. Wesley Liddell, Sr. 

For several months before Mayor Green passed, Mr. Liddell 

served as Mayor Pro-tern and carried out the duties so well that in 

a special election he was elected to carry out the unextrired 
term. On June 6, 1961 he was elected Mayor for a four-year term, 

and reelected to another term in 1965. 

Hon. Earl S.Lucas 

The present mayor of Mound Bayou, Mr. Earl S. Lucas, was 

elected to the post in June of 1969, and as is Center Director for the 
Systematic Training and Redevelopment Program. Under Mayou 

Lucas’ administration the planning commission has been 

revitalized, a housing authority established, a comprehensive 
planning program instituted, and several proposals for federal funds 

completed, some of which have been approved by the government. 

BOLIVAR CO. TRAINING SCHOOL, BUILT 

1919, MADE MOUND BAYOU THE 

EDUCATIONAL CENTER OF THE DELTA. 
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Mrs. L.C, Dorsey, 30 (above), 

Mrs. L.C. Dorsey, Project Director of the 

North Bolivar County Farm Cooperative, A. A. L. 

and associate Director of The Mississippi State 

Association of Cooperatives has been named 

"Woman of the Year" by the Utility Club, Inc. 

of New York, New York. 

The Utility Club, President. Mrs. Louise 

Fisher: Morris made the announcement in a 

Press Release, to the Amsterdam News a 

popular New York weekly. 

The theme of the Utility Club's fifty- fourth 

anniversary is "The role of the volunteer in 

Strengthening Human Relations". Mrs. 

Dorsey has a long record of volunteer 

service with several organizations, including, 

Delta Ministry, Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference, National Council of Negro Women, 

and other local civic, church, and political 

organizations. 

Sharing the spotlight with Mrs. Dorsey, was 

Mr. Owen Brooks, "Man of the Year," chosen 

as representative for the work that has been 

done with the disadvantaged and socially 

deprived citizens, by the Delta Ministry. 

Both honorees gave talks about the work of 

their respective organizations to an estimated 

crowd of 3,500 predominately women. The 

presentation was in the Waldorf Astoria's 

Grand Ballroom. 

This is the second such award for Mrs. 

Dorsey. Last August, she was presented the 

Meritorious Service Award, by the Woman's 

Auxiliary of the National Medical 

Association in ceremonies in Regency Hyott 

Hotel in Atlanta. 

Mrs. Dorsey, is a native of the Mississippi 

Delta and has spent her entire life in, 

Washington, Leflore, Sunflower, and Bolivar 

County. 

In connection with her work, she has 

travelled extensively, and spent the summer 

of 1970 touring and studying in Israel. 

Mrs. Dorsey resides, with her husband, 

Hildrey Dorsey, and six children in Shelby, 

Mississippi 

Submitted by: 

Miss Marjorie Jones 

N.B.C. Co-op Staff Editor 

Box 134 

Mound Bayou, Miss 

 

CO-OP 

The North Bolivar County Farm 

Cooperative grew out of a realization that 

many people appearing for medical services 

at Tufts Delta Health Center were found to 

be suffering from illnesses caused directly 

by "nutritionally inadequate diets." 

According to Mrs. L.C. Dorsey, Director of 

North Bolivar County Farm Cooperative, ; 

"the trauma created by mechanized farming, 

minimum wages, and ineffective food 

stamp programs set the tone for the 

successful organization of an agricultural 

cooperative." Consequently, Black 

people were starving to death in the midst 

of one of the richest lands in the world, 

where all types of food could be grown. 

Black citizens of Bolivar 

County wanted to do something 

about this starvation before it 

would cripple the health of 

generations of Black people. 

There was a beginning 

awareness that "(1) 

Agricultural oriented rural, poor 

families can grow most of the food 

necessary for reasonable maintenance of 

themselves; (2) The unique structure of 

the proposed project will help them 

acquire (a) skills in management; (b) 

increased understanding of the 

relationship of diet to good health; and (c) 

That an emergency relief program 

therefore can be conducted as a self-

help productive participant venture with 

both economic and developmental yields, 

rather than as a mere dole." 

An examination of the beginning and 

the success of the North Bolivar 

County Farm Cooperative gives the 

feeling that a long dream to end starvation is 

becoming a reality in Bolivar County and 

perhaps the United States. John Hatch, 

Director of Community Health Action at 

Tufts Delta Health Center and former 

Project Director of the North Bolivar 

County Farm Cooperative, had the 

following to say concerning the early 

beginning of the cooperative: “We 

originally began to discuss the idea of a 

cooperative, food growing effort. We really 

hadn't envisioned the cooperative farm 

operations that we are today. We had 

expected that perhaps 40 to 50 very poor 

families might jointly attempt to community 

garden. We did go around to churches. We 

talked to people in the community about this 

idea and made applications available 

throughout the population centers in 

Northern Bolivar County. We were 

somewhat overwhelmed when 900 families 

formally applied for membership. We also 

knew that our idea of doing a simple 

community garden could not conceivably 

serve this size population. It was on the 

basis of this overwhelming community 

response that we began to explore  more  

appropr ia te  means of trying to cope 

with this very substantial problem that 

was being faced by people in this 

population area. We knew that we would 

do something. We had been told by 

doctors doing nutritional studies in the 

area that a number of our children were 

permanently damaged because they had 

not had available to them foods sufficiently 

rich in nutrients necessary for the normal 

growth and development of the child. This 

seemed especially inexcusable when we 

found out that many of these foods could 

in fact' be grown on the soil right here in 

the Mississippi Delta.  The large 

number of people responding to the idea 

of cooperative farm told us immediately 

that something had to be done about 

organization and that it would be 

virtually impossible to ever assemble a 

significant number of the involved 

persons in a single location in the area…

For the record, I think we must state that in 

the beginning about all we had was an idea 

and the will to go forward.” 

Individual farmers allowed the beginning 

cooperative to rent their tractors and private 

individuals loaned money and volunteered 

their services. The community was seeing 

the need for a cooperative and was making 

the primary steps to fulfill this need. 

The experiences in the co-op have taught 

Black people, “that we can produce 

vegetables here in the Delta, that we can 

responsibly manage our resources, and that 

there is economic potential of the food 

industry perhaps as a source of employment 

to our people.” Finally, despite the great 

need for Black political power in this 

country, there are a few significant 

economic advancements being made by the 

North Bolivar County Farm Cooperative. It 

is accomplishing its foremost task providing 

food and jobs for many Blacks who 

otherwise would have suffered from 

JOIN 

THE 

N.B.C. 

CO-OP 
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Black Men Behind "THE 

SKIRT" 

I hate to face the fact just like so 

many of you Black men do. I went to a 

liberation meeting Sunday where people 

were supposed to be talking about plans 

and techniques to toe used against 

poverty, job discrimination, and racist 

murdering. Who did I see there willing to 

defend themselves and their families 

against this injustice? Black women; 85% 

of the people were women. Once again it 

was revealed to me that the Black is no 

longer a man. He is just a symbolic figure 

who has been robbed of his manhood. 

I thought about the many movements 

for human dignity that have been led by 

women, and I ask myself, where is the 

Black man? A woman shouldn't be in the 

streets alone fighting for human dignity 

and respect while her husband is 

home watching the game of the 

week; drinking at a bar; or 

somewhere suppressing the fact 

that he is nothing but an 

emasculated coward hiding behind 

a dress tail. 

The Black man no longer rules 

the household;, therefore how can 

he run a country? How can he be the 

man of the house if he does not have 

the manhood that is needed? Being 

a man is not just beating a woman 

or being a pimp. The reason we do 

those things is because we are not 

men. Haven't you noticed how 

mean and outraged your man gets 

some times. This is a result of 

frustration and oppression. He is 

in a state of limbo. 

Since I have gotten down on the Black man's 

case so hard I will now attempt to explain 

what really has happened to us. Upon being 

torn from our happy homeland, we were also 

torn from manhood. The white man has 

robbed us of our identity...our manhood. The 

demoralizing and dehumanizing experiences 

that we have suffered through over the a 

through over the past 400 years is enough to 

rob any man of his manhood. One of the most; 

potent weapons that the white man has 

used against us to make us passive, 

scared and humble was his attack on the 

Black women. When the slaves were brought 

from Africa, they weren't nearly about to 

work in any fields, and as a result they 

revolted. After all most of them were 

warriors that they had captured by some 

other tribe and sold to Englishmen;   

therefore they didn't mind dying. Some even 

killed themselves before they would work in 

fields. The white man tried every possible 

mean that he could think of to pacify the 

Black man. One day they came up with a 

good technique. They took the pregnant Black 

women and tied them between two trees and 

let the trees tear them part. The Black man 

could not stand to see his Black woman and 

child done like this, and as a result he 

submitted, became pacified, and over the 

years, these experiences were conditioned. 

This happened in the West Indies, a place 

where the slaves were taken to be pacified 

before they were brought to the states. This 

and many other dehumanizing experiences 

helped to emasculate the Black man and rob 

him of his manhood. Black men are constantly 

searching for identity and manhood, but find 

that they are hard to find in this racist society. 

As a result he is often frustrated and 

depressed. Instead of him taking this out on 

his oppressor, the white man, he takes it out 

on himself, his other brothers, his wife or his 

family. This helps to explain why there is so 

much violence between Blacks. Instead of 

taking it out on the other frustrated and 

oppressed people, we should take it out on the 

people who made us like this. 

Black women...we owe you a lot We owe 

you the love and freedom that you have been 

denied. We owe you for carrying us on your 

back. We owe you for your wonderful love 

that you have given us over the years. We owe 

you for bearing our children so that our lives 

may continue. Mother, Sister, 

Daughter of Africa, we owe you our lives. 

By Derry L. Gooden 

Black Woman 

Dedicated to the Black Woman Queen, Mother, Daughter of Africa, Sister of my 

soul. 

My Black Bride of passion, my internal love, My Black gold. 

I love you with a love that is perpetuated by beauty, faith, and desire. 

You are the blaze that burns my everlasting fire. 

Your lips are as soft as the morning dew. 

Your eyes reveal so beautifully the loveliness I see in you.  

Your arms are like life, a permanent vital embrace, 

That carries an effection that death could never erase. 

Now, my Black darling; my most unforgetable, loveable Black Bride, 

I must ask you to forgive me of that love that I've, to you denied. 

There is a new sense of respect that has come over me, 

And I will fight until I die to set you free. 

I will never neglect your beautiful Afro; a symbol of identity, culture and pride; 

Or gaze into some white woman's evil eyes. 

But instead I will shower you with love and freedom, 

and liberation and success will be your only endeavor. 

Farewell Black love, I must go forth to fight for freedom 

for my people, you and me, 

Because I realize that this is the only way we will ever be free. 

Farewell my love, farewell my dear. 

I'm off to bring you happiness in these coming years 

By Derry L. Gooden 
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(DR. COSEY- continued from page 11) 

leader to teach them the value of unity and to train them in 

habits of self-respect, decency and honor. As the head of this 

organization for a score of years or more, the lamented founder 

of the order, Mr. Moses Dickson, saw it grow from a struggling, 

indifferent body of men to a powerful, militant organization that 

is international in character and known and honored 

throughout the civilized world. 

THE MISSISSIPPI JURISDICTION 

The jurisdiction of the State of Mississippi has the honor of 

leading all other State jurisdictions in numerical strength, financial 

power and strong leadership. It was organized in the year of 1888, 

and has flourished in the State as very few other organizations have. 
The responsible reins of leadership were put into the hands of 

Dr. A. A. Cosey in the year of 1909. He succeeded in office Sir R. D. 

Smith, who was called to his reward July 31, 1909, and who had 

held the reins of government in the jurisdiction for sixteen 

years. Dr. Cosey has been honored with re-election to the high 

office he so creditably fills, and it is hoped that his administration 

of the affairs of the order will be so satisfactory that he may look 
forward without apprehension to many more years of usefulness and 

service to his people. Since being at the head of the order some of 

his policies have been crystallized into law for the government 

and betterment of the order. 

THE GROWTH OF THE ORDER  

The growth of the order in the State of Mississippi has been 

marvelous. During the twenty-three years of the order's operations 

in the State of Mississippi it has grown from nearly zero 

numerically to a militant host of nearly twenty-five thousand 

members. This increase has been at a rate slightly in excess of 

one thousand members annually, and it is doubtful if any other 

order has grown more consistently from year to year than this 

one. 

ITS ENDOWMENT POLICY 

That the fraternity has taken advanced ground with the other 

progressive and reputable orders of the race, is shown by the fact 

that it has a creditable endowment department. The general 

policy of the order pays the sum of $500 to the beneficiary 
of the bereaved member's family if the member be either a Sir 

Knight or Daughter. This generous allowance is sufficient to 

bring cheer and comfort to the bereaved in life s saddest hour 

of affliction. 

HIS BUSINESS INVESTMENTS 

The calling of Dr. Cosey is that of minister of the gospel, 

and this divine calling has ever had first claim upon his 

allegiance and fidelity; but he has not been content to sit  

around amidst the tombstones in the graveyards and 

think of nothing else but the inevit able fate that must befall 

every human being. Instead of being a mere theological 

recluse or hermit far removed from the practical 

operations of life, just as were the oracles and soothsayers 
of ancient time, the versatile doctor has elected to carry the 

Bible in one hand and the book of business matter in the 

other hand, and to use both of these books for the 

glorification of our Father who art in 'Heaven. Not only 

has the doctor been a consistent fighter of the battles against 

sin and wickedness, but he has been foremost in the 

struggles for the material advancement of his people. He 
is known far and wide as "the business preacher." He is Vice-

President of the Bank of Mound Bayou, one of the most 

substantial evidences of the race's progress in the Delta, 

and a. bank whose resources will compare favorably with 

any other financial institution of the race in the State. He is a 

stockholder and Secretary of the Mound Bayou Oil Mill 

and Manufacturing Company, one of the greatest and one of 

the most ambitious enterprises that has ever been 
conceived and fostered by members of the race. He is the 

owner of valuable property in Clarksdale, Miss., 

Newellton, Louisiana, and Mound Bayou, Miss. The doctor is 

the owner of more than one hundred acres of rich farm 

land in the Delta, which is conservatively worth more 

than $4,000. In the town of Mound Bayou, he rents out 

nearly a dozen houses. The remarkable success of the 

doctor in such a short time demonstrates the possibilities that 
this Southland presents to every member of the race that 

has in his character the fundamental requisites of industry, 

energy, economy and thrift. 

HIS ELEGANT HOME 

One of the most laudable ambitions of a sensible 

man should be to be the proud possessor of a 

comfortable and substantial home. If benign Providence 

has smiled rather than frowned upon the efforts of a man, 

such a fortunate man owes it to his wife and children to 
provide for their comfort and pleasure the most 

substantial and luxurious home that his circumstances 

will permit him to give them. In this particular it 

can be said of Dr. Cosey that he has not been derelict in 

his duty, for he not only has a splendid mansion in the 

skies, but he also has a splendid one on these mundane 

shores. His elegant and substantial home is not only a 
credit to him as a colored man, but it would be 

equally as creditable to him if he were a member of 

the opposite race. It is a commodious, two-story, 

modern home, fitted up with all of the conveniences 

that are necessary for a man in his circumstances 

and station in life. It is a credit even to the Chief 

Grand Mentor of a great fraternity, and a monument to 

his energy, economy and thrift.  

HIS ACCOMPLISHED WIFE 

In the year of 1901 it was the happiness of Dr. 

Cosey to be united in the holy bonds of wedlock to Miss 

Ida Hope Carter, of Helena, Ark. His estimable wife 

is a graduate of A. & M. College of Normal, 
Alabama, and a woman of the highest intelligence and 

culture. For several years prior to her marriage 

she was a teacher in the schools of Alabama and 

Arkansas, and in that capacity she did much for the 

welfare and advancement of the race. She has all of 

the elements of a worthy and successful leader, 

and the team work of herself and her devoted 

husband cannot be excelled. She is very popular on 
general principles, and she is a very prominent 

factor in the success of her husband in all of his 

various race activities. She is a strong worker in the 

church, in Sunday School and in fraternal 

circles. She is an earnest worker in whatever she 

attempts, and generally succeeds in everything that 

she attempts. 

HIS OPTIMISM FOR THE RACE 

Just as this Southland has given to him the 

opportunity and privilege to earn an honest living and to 

serve the needs of his fellows in various capacities to 

the best of his ability, so does the doctor believe that 

every other colored man with reasonable judgment 
and push has a similar opportunity if he will but take 

advantage of it. He is optimistic of the race's future, 

and he hopes to live to see the interests of the race 

in this Southland blossom like the rose. The doctor is 

'one of the most aggressive and one of the most 

successful men of the race in the State of 

Mississippi, and his success is the common pride of the 
Baptist denomination, the Knights and Daughters of 

Tabor, and every other activity affecting the 

welfare, prosperity and glory of the race. 

MRS. A, A. COSEY, and the stately mansion of 

Rev. and Mrs. Cosey, Mound Bayou, Miss. 

WILLISON VOSS 

SEWAGE CLEARING 

PLUNDERING GAS 

INSTALLED 

STOVE? CLEANED 

843-8425 

102 Daley Road 

Renova, Miss. 

DO YOU NEED 

D1GGING, BATH-

ROOMS AND 

SEPTIC TANKS IN-

STALLED 

? 

CONTACT: 

MOSZELL BLOCKETT 

624 Pearl Avenue 

Cleveland, Miss. 

Phone: 843-4168 

“WE CAN DO THE 

WORK” 

Front View of the Residence of 

The Late Isaiah T. Montgomery 1929 

Residence of Fred H. Miller 

Mound Bayou, Miss. 1929 
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SCENE WITH EARLY SETTLERS CLEAR-

ING WILDERNESS WHILE SOME WATCH 

FOR WILD ANIMALS. 

MOUND BAYOU, MISS., EAST MAIN 

STREET SHOWING SOME OF BUSINESS 

DISTRICT 

LOOKING NORTH ON EAST MAIN STREET 

SHOWING FARMER'S CO-OPERATIVE 

MERCANTILE CO., POST OFFICE, NOW 

SITE OF LIDDELL'S GARAGE. 

OLD SETTLERS, MOUND BAYOU, MISS., 

MR. I.T. MONTGOMERY AND HIS WIFE 

ARE SEATED ON RIGHTM. B. History 

M.B. HISTORY 

(continued from page 15) 

farmers who had purchased supplies on 

credit from these merchants were also in 

the same helpless situation. Thus, 

following the crash many merchants 

instituted foreclosure proceedings 

against their debtors, and thereby gained 

their land. By 1923 Black farmers in the 

Mound Bayou area had lost over 4,000 

acres of land. 

The result of this depression were plain 

to see. The Mound Bayou State Bank, 

though lasting longer y\ than any other 

Black bank in Mississippi (except one), 

could not pay off its loans and was forced to 

close in 1922, never to open again. The 

oil mill, faced by depression and white 

boycott was finally closed in the mid-

twenties, and just 10 years later was torn 

down. Many settlers, discouraged by the 

loss of their lands, moved north to 

Chicago or St. Louis; many businesses fell 

into decay, and the once booming town 

was kept from further growth. 

The next 15 years brought a series of 

depressions and disasters which 

contributed to the problems of Mound 

Bayou, Another cotton depression 

occurred in 1926, only to be followed by 

a disastrous fire that destroyed several 

businesses in town. Four years later the 

entire country entered a big depression, 

and once again the Delta was hard hit. 

Combined with the increasing 

mechanization of cotton agriculture, this 

depression worked towards the 

elimination of the Black small farmer. 

Finally, in early 1941 the town was struck 

by its second disastrous fire, this one 

nearly destroying the entire business 

section of town. Despite the devastation of 

this period, the town faced internal 

problems which were equally as 

troublesome. 

The early government of the town had been 

essentially "communal" in spirit. Town 

meetings were held in which all 

important issues were discussed and 

decided. However, factions began 

developing as early as 1892, when 

Montgomery and Green dissolved the 

partnership which founded the town. 

Green was shot four years later by an 

unknown assailant after an argument, 

and the split was buried. But by 1912, 

some differences of opinion had 

developed between Banks and 

Montgomery. These differences may 

have been healthy for the community 

had not the split widened in 1917. That 

year, Banks' supporter, Mayor Creswell, 

for some reason did not hold municipal 

elections o Montgomery had his son-in-

law, Mr. E.P. Booze, appointed as 

mayor, along with an entirely different 

slate of aldermen. Creswell held election 

a month later, and he was re-elected. 

Booze held set of elections several 

weeks later, and he was elected mayor. 

The argument was taken to court, where 

in 1918, Booze lost. Thus, for nearly a 

year, Mound Bayou had two separate 

city governments! The causes of this 

fractionalization are wrapped in 

mystery, but its legacy was evident for 

20 years. 

In 1919 Benjamin Green's son, Mr. 

B.A. Green, was elected mayor, once 

again over E.P. Booze. Following Isaiah 

Montgomery’s death in 1924, and the 

departure of a discouraged Charles 

Banks in 1922, these two men continued 

to oppose each other for mayor, and 

though cooperating on some issues, 

represented two factions in the town. 

The split was apparent even during the 

gala Fiftieth Anniversary Celebrations, 

when two separate celebrations were 

held, one by Mayor Green, and one by 

Mr. Booze „ The full effect of this feud 

on the town is unclear, but it surely 

deterred both men, and the town, from 

concentration on their common enemy -

- poverty, injustice, and racism. 

Mound Bayou did not escape this 

enemy, for the simple reason that Black 

people possessed no political power in 

the state. And strangely enough, a 

portion of this powerlessness could be 

traced to the actions of none other than 

Isaiah T. Montgomery! When the 

settlers had come to Mound Bayou in 

1887, many were attempting to escape 

the physical intimidation of racist white 

politicians. They found in Bolivar 

County a system of politics known as 

the "fusion principle." in which whites 

took all of the 

(continued on page 20 - SEE HISTORY) 
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good county offices for themselves , and allowed the Black people a few 

offices which had no power. Montgomery and other Blacks accepted this 

system only because their lack of political organization gave them no other 

choice, and in 1890 Montgomery was elected on such a fusion ticket to 

represent Bolivar County in the Constitutional Convention, a meeting called 

to eliminate the Black man's vote, and thus his power. The only Black man 

in the meeting, Montgomery could have protested violently the entire 

meeting; instead, he chose to remain and salvage what he could. Incredibly 

enough, he voted both for the institution of a poll tax, and the use of the 

infamous “understanding clause.” Though his motivations and strategy are 

much too complex to be covered in their entirety here, it would appear that 

Montgomery was attempting to play the same game that his father had 

played at Davis Bend with the surrounding white society. Nevertheless, he 

realized that it was a mistake. In 1904 he wrote Booker T. Washington that 

the federal government would have to intervene so that Blacks could have 

the power to determine their own lives through the power of the ballot. 

Seeing this as a remote possibility, he and Banks chose the only other avenue 

available to them -- working behind the scenes in Republican politics. Both he 

and Banks were active in fighting the racists in both the Democratic and 

Republican parties, and it was Montgomery who founded the Committee of 

One Hundred, an organization which in 1946, many years after his death, 

took the first steps towards eliminating the mistakes of the past by 

attempting to re-establish the Black vote. And it was Montgomery's 

daughter, Mrs. Mary Booze, who became a Republican National 

Committeewoman from the state in 1924, and who was actively involved in 

this struggle. Nevertheless, the internal factions of Mound Bayou deeply hurt 

this struggle, and the only result of these feuds was the mysterious murders of 

another daughter of Montgomery, and E.P. Booze himself. These murders 

opened the door for a raid on Mound Bayou in 1939 by the national guard, 

a raid which had no justification, and an event which served notice who the 

common enemy really was. 

In the face of depression, division, and racism, Mound Bayou continued to 

survive, and continued to pursue programs designed to allow Mound 

Bayou to fulfill its greater potential. In 1929 the Mound Bayou Foundation 

was formed for the purpose of attracting one million dollars in capital into 

the disaster-stricken town. It was their efforts which brought the 

resettlement program to Mound Bayou, a program which brought Black 

people back from the cities to their own land. And it was this organization 

which helped organize a fabulous celebration 

in 1937 on the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the town, an event 

which included a speech by the nationally known orator Roscoe Conkling 

Simmons, and an exhibition race by Jesse Owens, Moreover, only one year 

after the destructive fire of 1941, the Taborian Lodge dedicated in Mound 

Bayou one of the few Black-controlled hospitals in the country. Combined 

with its modern educational system, Mound Bayou once again turned itself 

defiantly towards the future, A new era had begun. 

REBIRTH AND REACTION 

Strange as it may sound, the last thirty years of the history of Mound 

Bayou are probably the most difficult to discuss and assess. This difficulty is 

directly related to the many significant transformations that the town has 

undergone, changes which indicate the growth of a new era of possibility. 

We review these years quickly to assess the major 

(continued on page 21 - SEE HISTORY) 

MOUND BAYOU, MISS., BANK BUILDING UN-

DER CONSTRUCTION ABOUT 1909. 

MOUND BAYOU, MISS., LOOKING SOUTH ON 

WEST MAIN STREET SHOWING HOME OF 

CHARLES BANKS. 

BOLIVAR COUNTY NEGRO FAIR (LIKE TO-

DAY...WHEN BLACK AND WHITE DID THEIR 

OWNSEPERATE LITTLE THING) 

MOUND BAYOU, MISS., PARTIAL VIEW OF 

EAST MAIN STREET (CEDAR TREE AT TWO 

STORY BUILDING IS NOW SITE OF 

CROWDER’S GROCERY) 



THE VOICE   Mound Bayou, Miss.   July, 1971    P 21 

MOUND BAYOU HISTORY 

(continued from page 20) 

trends. Many of you reading this have lived these years. We hope you 

stop and reflect on these years, as well as the past history of Mound 

Bayou, in order to gain a perspective of what the future could hold. 

The $100,000 Taborian hospital, finished in 1942, was the brainchild of 

Sir P.M. Smith, son of the founder of the Knights and Daughters of 

Tabor, and signaled the rebirth of the town of Mound Bayou. Serving the 

needs of the heretofore too often neglected Black population of the Delta, 

the hospital opened up new opportunities for Mound Bayou, attracting new 

citizens as well as top notch doctors such as Dr. P.M. George and Dr. 

T.R.M, Howard. Educated at several top schools, Dr. Howard proved to 

be a leading figure in the re-facing of the town. 

Despite his feud with the hospital and the consequent erection of his 

own clinic under the auspices of the United Order of Friendship, Dr. 

Howard spearheaded many significant new developments. His pet 

project, Goodwill Park, provided young and old a-like with recreational 

facilities which included a zoo and a swimming pool. He became the 

president of Magnolia Life Insurance Company, a company to which he 

attracted a man destined to take a special place in Mississippi history—

Medgar Evers. Along with other town leaders, Howard led the slow 

struggle to regain the lands lost years previously, a discouraging battle 

confounded by white loan sharks who preyed on those in such 

circumstances as the citizens of Mound Bayou. The town reflected these 

efforts with the first population increase since 1920, rising by over 50% from 

1940 to 1950. Moreover, several new businesses were built, including a 

new hotel and restaurant. 

In the early 1950’*s Mound Bayou finally took the leadership openly of 

Black people in the state. In 1951 Dr. Howard and many other Mound 

Bayouians, as well as many Black people from all over the state, 

gathered at Cleveland to form the Mississippi Regional Council of Negro 

Leadership. The council's goals were clearly stated: 

To guide our people in their civic responsibilities regarding health, 

education, religion, registration and voting, law enforcement, tax paying, 

the preservation of property, the value of saving, and in all things which 

will make us stable, qualified, conscientious citizens. 

Mound Bayou became witness to several mass meetings over the next 

four years, and to many people Mound Bayou had become not only a 

medical and educational center, but the Black political center of the 

state. 

Nevertheless, there were those who doubted the organization, both 

Black and white. Some citizens of Mound Bayou, fearful of their 

positions and the possible adverse reactions of local whites, attempted to 

block these meetings, claiming that "the best people of Mound Bayou" 

didn't want them. Though there were enough people to continue the 

meetings, the White Citizens Council, the latter day version of the KKK, 

did begin to become active. It may well have been their economic 

pressure on Dr0 Howard, as well as physical threats, which forced him 

to leave Mound Bayou in 1956. The loss of Dr. Howard was a severe 

loss to the town, for it was his type of leadership which helped to 

establish the growing political power of Black people in Mound Bayou, 

Mississippi, and the country as a whole. This political power could only 

offer to Mound Bayou new opportunities which had been denied as long 

as Davis Bend. The victories won in the civil rights struggles were also 

victories for Mound Bayou. From I960 to 1970 the population nearly 

doubled. In 1962 the 75th celebration of Founders Day 

(continued on page 22 - SEE HISTORY) 

MAYOR B.A. GREEN 

SIR P.M. SMITH, FOUNDER OF THE 

TABORIAN HOSPITAL 

MAYOR B. A. GREEN 

—whose death in 1960 closed an era for the town of Mound Bayou. . . . 

Longest Tenure 

V. Benjamin A. Green, first male child born in the n of Mound 

Bayou, served in the office of Mayor longer than any of his 

predecessors ... a period of 41 years. His early education was 

obtained in the public schools of Mound Bayou, at Normal 

College, and Alcorn State College. In 1909 he was graduated from 

Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee, with the A.B. Degree, and 

went to Harvard University Law College for his law degree, which 

was conferred upon him in 1914. 

“Judge Green,” as he was popularly called, was admitted to the 

bar in 1914. In 1918 he volunteered for service in World War I, 

and served in France in the Judge Advocate Department. In 1919 

Benjamin A. Green was elected Mayor of Mound Bayou and 

served until his death in 1960. 

He was president of the Mound Bayou Chamber of Commerce, 

first chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Bolivar County 

Training School for Negroes, and over a period of many years was 

widely sought to fill speaking engagements the nation over. 

Son of Benjamin T. Green, a co-founder of Mound Bayou, 

“Judge Green” spear-headed the Golden Anniversary celebration 

for the Town of Mound Bayou in 1937, during which time he 

brought such notables for public addresses as Roscoe Conkling 

Simmons, silver-tongued orator of Chicago, and a native 

Mississippian; Honorable J. Finley Wilson, Grand Exalted Ruler of 

the Elks; and Lieutenant George W. Lee, of Memphis, also a native 

Mississippian, and National Republican Committeeman from the 

State of Tennessee. 
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attracted national attention, including a 30 minute special by 

Huntley and Brinkley. The exposure offered by this 

celebration led to many new programs for Mound 

Bayou. 

Thus,today Mound Bayou truly stands at the edgef a new 

era, an era in which its true potential c an be fulfilled. 

Recipient of several federal pro-prams | the location of a 

new Delta-wide clinic, a new high school named after 

John Fe  Kennedy and a new public grade school named 

after Isaiah T. Montgomery; site of a new Black-owned 

cooperative farm; it iid home of a modern new brick 

factory, Mound Bayou has surely begun to fulfill its 

proud heritage. We hope this short history has helped you 

to see where w«- are, and where we seem to be going. Let us work 

together and learn from the past to forge a better future.  

This article has been condensed from a more comprehensive work 

by Steve Williamson, a member of the Tougaloo-Mound Bayou 

Project --a group which is attempting to write the complete history of 

the Town of Mound Bayou. We would be interested in your reactions 

to this article, and if you have any questions, opinions, or articles of 

historical importance to Mound Bayou which you would like to see inclu

ded in this comprehensive history, which is still in the process of 

being completed, please contact Steve Williamson or Milburn J. 

Crowe at 741-2191, or through The Voice, Drawer F, Mound Bayou, 

Mississippi 38762. 

J & L  Grocery & Market 

FOOD FURNITURE 

APPLIANCES 

"Shop With Us And Save” 

Eddie Johnson, Prop. 

714-2311 

Since their power to degrade Blacks had dissolved, many whites became disgusted and 

humiliated with the coming of Reconstruction and the power of the Black vote. 

The following is an excerpt from the History of Bolivar County, Mississippi, compiled by 

Florence Warfield Sillers, Regent of the Mississippi Delta Chapter of Daughters of the 

American Revolution and members of the County History Committee: 

"Our people of Bolivar County with the people of the entire South endured these 

conditions for several years. Our county offices were filled by alien thieves, Negroes, and 

Southern Scalawags; our legislative assemblies, by the same base horde; our lands were 

confiscated by taxation, which is a large measure was used to fill the pockets of this 

corrupt gang. In short, it was hell1. Our people, in their agony of poverty, humiliation, and 

degradation, cried out in their hearts, ‘Who shall deliver us from the body of this death?’ 

Then a great and inspired man caught the vision of an invisible empire, which was 

realized in a surprisingly short time by the organization of the Ku Klux Klan, to which 

every true Confederate soldier and every white man of the South, loyal to his race, belonged." 

Along with the efforts of the Ku Klux Klan to prevent large numbers of Blacks from 

voting, other measures to further disfranchise Blacks were adopted. Those Blacks who 

did vote had their votes challenged and often thrown out by the white election officials. 

Laws were passed in Southern states to prevent Blacks from voting, legislative districts 

were gerrymandered and a Constitutional Convention was even called in Mississippi with 

sole purpose of disenfranchising Blacks. Reconstruction had come to an end. 

Yet, another Reconstruction, coming to Mississippi in 1971 and lasting indefinitely will 

be strong enough to defend itself against the evils perpetuated by groups like the Ku Klux 

Klan. Blacks will be protected by a defensive group called -POWER THROUGH THE 

BALLOT- in which every Black man in the South and the United States, as well as 

enlightened whites will belong, support and defend by any means necessary. 

If whites seeking public offices held the beliefs in the above excerpt and wanted to be 

"loyal of his race," Black people will have a choice of giving their votes to these whites 

or not giving their votes to them. In other words Blacks will determine the outcome of 

any election; they will decide for themselves whether or not to support a racist candidate 

for public office. 

Once Blacks have gained power through the ballot, and the second! Reconstruction will 

have begun, will whites feel the same frustrations, and agonies as in the earlier 

Reconstruction! Despite the fact that whites have not changed their racist attitudes, many 

more Blacks have become aware of the potential power in the effective use of the ballot. 

Even if there is a rejuvenation of the KKK, with political power Blacks will be in a 

position to create laws to deal with such individuals or groups who may attempt to 

intimidate and coerce Blacks who are exercising their rights as American citizens. 

Therefore, this time, the ”great and inspired men” who seek to tamper with the rights of a 

free individual will be dealt with by Black-elected law officials. Whites will again be in 

agony; this time there will be nothing that they will be able to do about it. 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

If you are interested in 

becoming & member of the 

MOUND BAYOU 

DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION: 

Stop at the office, which 

is located next to the 

water tower, and sign up. 

Donation is requested, but 

no money is required. 

SMITTY'S BARBER SHOP 

SPECIALIZING IN COMB 

OUTS 

Now Equipped 

With Vacuum 

ON EAST MAIN ST. 

OFF MAGINNIS 

Mound Bayou, Miss. 
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Mound Bayou Development 

Corporation 

The Mound Bayou Development 

"Corporation was organized by the citizens 

of Mound Bayou, Mississippi and 

chartered as a non-profit corporation 

October 1, 1963, for the purpose of 

promoting industrial development, 

improving the status of misplaced and low 

income families, to create opportunities 

for managerial and entrepreneurial skills 

of business, and to generally help the 

citizens to live better lives. 

In carrying out the purposes for which 

the corporation was established, the 

problems are being identified and all 

efforts are being exhausted to obtain some 

tangible results. The American spirit is 

defined in, a body of beliefs we have held 

sacred throughout much of our history. 

Some of these beliefs are: 

1. That economic conditions are the 

result of a normal order of things; 

2. That hardship is a good teacher, and 

can help turn a man with “the stuff in him” 

into success; 

3. That it is man's own fault if he does not get 

ahead in life; and 

4. That “Social Welfare” comes of individual 

initiative, hard work, and thrift. 

Yet in recent years, we have been 

reminded that there is a whole segment of our 

population which has been unable to share this 

durable common faith. Where the Blacks are 

concerned: the natural order of the economy 

leaves him always at the bottom; there is 

little prospect of a just reward for 

initiative; our inability to get ahead is chiefly 

OPERATION STREET NAMES 

Continues 

Put Your Street Sign Up For 

$16.00 

CALL:  741-2191 

SUPPORT 

MOUND BAYOU COMMU-

NITY HOSPITAL 

BUILDING FUND 

YOUR HOSPITAL 

WILLISON 

VOSS 
 

SEWAGE CLEANING 

 

PLUMBERING 

GAS INSTALLED 

STOVES CLEANED 

 

843-8425 

102 Daisy Road 

Renova, Miss. 

the fault of discrimination; and hardship is 

not our teacher but our permanent lot. 

These truths are and have been tough pills 

for-Black Americans to swallow. For it 

attacks our American equation of success; 

indeed, it is as if we are being convinced, 

after all these years, that the principles 

underlying our national faith are somehow 

false. 

This first significantly successful project 

was obtained in 1968, after having received a 

technical assistance grant of $27,000 from the 

Department Of Commerce and The Economic 

Development Administration. A Brikcrete 

Factory is a part of the Mound Bayou 

Industrial Park and is producing brikcrete.  

The Development Corporat ion  i s  in  the  

th i rd  yea r  of  a five year program of 

work designed to solve some of the existing 

problems and prepare the city for continued 

growth and development. Its work is divided 

into four areas community services, 

commercial development, industrial 

development, and organization and public 

affairs. At all times the corporation 

welcomes ideas from its members and its 

citizens. 

Interesting Facts about Bolivar 

County 

— In Rosedale the first Black 

school was a private one. 

— The first record of a hanging in 

Bolivar County was in the case 

of a slave named Claiborne. 

According to Bolivar County 

“Justice” he was hanged between 

ten a.m. and four in the 

afternoon on December 3, 1856 for 

committing a murder. 

— Blanche K. Bruce a very 

prominent Black citizen of Bolivar 

County during reconstruction, 

served as County Assessor and 

Superintendent of Education. 

Later he became sheriff of the 

county and was eventually elected 

by the legislature of the State of 

Mississippi to the office of 

United States Senator. President 

Cleveland appointed him as 

Registrar of the Treasury of the 

United States. 

— From 1869 - 1890 four Blacks. 

W.A. Johnson, William Murray. 

J.I. Ingram and Dave Barnes 

served as treasurers of Bolivar 

County. Other Blacks in political 

offices were Louis Stubblefield and 

James Jones, members of the 

County Board of Supervisors. 

— Until the Constitutional 

Convention of 1890 achieved its 

purpose of disfranchising Blacks, all Bolivar 

County officials, at one time, were Black 

except the chancery clerk. 

— The “Peavine” a railroad passenger 

service between Cleveland and Rosedale, was 

named by the Blacks who laid the tracks 

because of the wild peavines along the 

passage. 

• Joe Ousley, a Black Circuit Clerk of 

Bolivar County, and his brother Gabe Ousley, 

like Isaiah Montgomery and Ben Green did 

in Mound Bayou, built an all-Black town in 

Renova, Mississippi. 

Lift Every Voice and Sing! 

 

Lift every voice and sing, Till earth and Heaven ring, 

Ring with the harmonies of liberties; 

Let our rejoicing rise, High as the list'ning skies, 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has 

taught us, Sing a song full of the hope that the 

present has brought us. Facing the rising sun, of 

our new day begun, Let us march on till victory is won. 

 

Stony the road we trod, Bitter the chast'ning rod, 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

Yet with a steady beat, Have not our weary feet 

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been 

watered. We have come treading our path thro' the 

blood of the slaughtered, Out of the gloomy past, 

Till now we stand at last Where the white gleam of 

our bright star is cast. 

 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 

Thou who has by Thy might led us into the Light; 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray, 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, 

where we met Thee, Lest our hearts drunk with the 

Wine of the world, we forget Thee; Shadowed 

beneath Thy hand, May we forever stand, True to 

our God, true to our Native land. 

—Words by James Weldon Johnson 

—Music by Charles Rosamond Johnson 
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How 

Blacks 

Have Died 

for the 

Right 

to Vote 

LAMAR SMITH 

SLAIN 

AUG. 13, 1955 

BROOK-

HAVEN, 

MISS. 

REV. 

GEORGE W. LEE 

SLAIN 

MAY 7, 1956 

BELZONI, MISS. 

REV. DR. MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR 

SLAIN 

APRIL 4, 1968 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 

HERBERT LEE 

SLAIN 

JULY, 1961 

LIBERTY, MISS. 

Killed in broad daylight in front of the 

county courthouse. He had been active in 

urging Negroes to register and vote. 

President of the Belzoni NAACP, Rev. 

Lee was the first Negro ever to register 

to vote in his county. He refused to 

remove his name from the voter rolls 

when racists demanded it. He was 

killed for this. 

A representative of the Student Non-Vioent 

Coordinating Committee (SNCC), Lee had 

been active in the early voter registration 

efforts in Mississippi. For exercising his 

rights as a citizen-and urging others to 

exercise theirs-he was shot to death. 

NAACP Field Secretary and a World War 

II veteran, Evers was a leader in the South 

for Negro registration and for equality in 

all fields. He was shot down from ambush 

in front of his home. 

Along with white co-workers Michael 

Schwerner and Andrew Goodman, James 

Chaney was working in a summer 

campaign to register Negroes in 

Mississippi. All were murdered Their three 

bodies-shot and beaten- were found inside 

a dam. 

“If by the mere force of numbers a 

majority should deprive a minority of any 

clearly written constitutional right, it 

might in a moral point of view, justify 

revolution-certainly would, if such a right 

were a vital one.” 16th President of the 

U.S. Abe Lincoln 

BLOOD 

Wounded February 14 while attempting 

to protect his mother from being beaten 

by an Alabama state trooper following 

police invasion of a voter registration 

rally in Marion, Ala. He died 12 days 

later. 

Active in a drive to register Negroes. He 

was a possible federal witness in the 1961 

slaying of Herbert Lee, another 

registration worker. Allen's life had been 

threathened many times. On Jan. 31, 1964, 

he was shot to death in the driveway of his 

home. 

BULLETS 

Nobel prize winner, first to lead southern 

demonstrations against racism. Leader of 

Selma march that brought Voting Rights 

Act of 1965, guaranteeing your right 

to vote. Shot to death by a sniper while 

leading yet another crusade for justice. 

JOIN YOUR LOCAL N.A.A.C.P. 

AND 

Former president, Forrest County, Miss., 

NAACP, active in registraing campaign in 

hard-core, hard-nosed Mississippi. He paid 

for it with his life at the hands of night-

riders with fire-bombs.  

The right to vote is precious. For it, lives 

have been given and lives taken, brutally. 

Because they lived and worked, and 

because they died, the right to vote is 

yours, and secure. Use it to win those other 

rights not yet yours, not yet secure. Use it 

for your own sake and for the sake of those 

who died for it. The end of injustice begins 

at the ballot box. 

July 2nd Deadline 
For Regisration 

To Vote In 
November This Year 

“REGISTER 
AND  VOTE” 

They Died 

for Your 

Right to 

Vote 

WHITES HAVE LOST THEIR LIVES 

FOR THE RIGHT OF BLACKS TO 

VOTE 

REV. JAMES J. REEB 

SLAIN MARCH 11,1965 SELMA, ALA. 

MRS. VIOLA LIUZZO 

SLAIN MARCH 25, 1965 SELMA, 

ALA. 

MICHAEL SCHWERNER 

ANDREW GOODMAN 

SLAIN JUNE, 1964 PHILADELPHIA, 

MISS. 

MEDGAR W. 

EVERS 

SLAIN 

JUNJE 12, 1963 

JACKSON, MISS. 

JAMES CHANEY 

SLAIN 

JUNE, 1964 

PHILADELPHIA, 

MISS. 

JIMMIE LEE 

JACKSON 

SLAIN 

FEB. 1965 

MARION, ALA. 

LOUIS ALLEN 

SLAIN 

JAN. 31, 1964 

LIBERTY,  MISS. 

VERNON DAHMER 

SLAIN 

JAN. 10, 1966 

HATTIESBURG, 

MISS. 



THE VOICE   Mound Bayou, Miss.   July, 1971    P 25 

SHOP 

July, 1971  P 25 

SUPPORT 

the people SUPPORT You & 

YOUR COMMUNITY 

ARE YOU 

 

REGISTERED 

 

TO VOTE? 

SHOP 

James 

Quality 

Market 
THE PRICES ARE FAIR 

THE BUYS ARE GOOD 

THERE IS A SALE 

EVERY WEEK 

WHY GO TO ANOTHER 

WHEN IN SHELBY? 

Do You Owe A Water 

Bill? 

Cut – Offs 

To Begin 

SOON! 

NOVEMBER 2, 1971 GENERAL ELECTION 

IF 

YOU LIVED IN THIS STATE SINCE: 

NOVEMBER 2, 1970 

you have lived in voting district 

(or precinct) since: 

MAY 2, 1971 

In some counties registering deadline: 

July 2, 1971 

DEADLINE FOR INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES 

TO QUALIFY:                 September 23, 1971 

Other dates apply to party candidates. 

Do We Have Yours 

In Writing? 

Telephone 

Or 

Other 

COMPLAINTS 

Will be gathered if you have not 

Already turned in a copy. 

BETWEEN 4:00 P.M. and 6:00 P.M. 

BRING YOUR BILLS WITH OVERCHARGES 

OR YOUR OTHER COMPLAINTS TO THE 

MOUND BAYOU DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

OFFICE. YOU MAY CALL 741-2191 and 

SOMEONE WILL PICK IT UP IF YOU WISH. 

SUPPORT 

MOUND BAYOU COM-

MUNITY 

HOSPITAL 

BUILDING FUND 

YOUR HOSPITAL 

U 

Are 

A 

Looser, 

Unless 

You 

Can 

Vote 

For Subscription Subscription to “THE VOICE” 

fill in the blank below and mail to: 

THE VOICE 

Drawer F 

Mound Bayou, Miss. 38762 

RATES 

1 Year Mailed $5.00, Pick-up $2.25 

6 Month Mailed $2.75, Pick-up $1.25 

ANY ARTICLES, PICTURES, NEWS, ANY 

OTHER SOURCES OF INTEREST, OR ANY 

DONATIONS WILL BE APPRECIATED. 

Name __________________________________ 

Address ________________________________ 

Phone __________________________________ 

Mailed ________       Pick-up ________ 

NEED A JOB? 

CONTACT: 

RICHARD CROWE 

At the 

MOUND BAYOU DEVELOP-
MENT 

Corporation Office 

MAKE SOME MONEY 

YOU CAN VOTE 



Abridge  Laurance 

Alford Dr. Seaborn 

Allen  Shelton 

Alridge  Jack 

Anderson  Frank 

Anderson  John 

Anderson  Marcus 

Arlington  Beverly 

Arlington  Margaret 

Austin  Annie 

Austin  Peter 

Ball Rev. Isaac 

Barnes  Josh 

Bedford  Steven 

Bellamy  James 

Berry  Wiley 

Black  Clarissia 

Black  Minerva 

Black  Thomas 

Black, Jr.  Theodore 

Blake  Henry 

Blunt  Bristol 

Bolton  C. 

Bradford Rev. J. 

Bradley  Horace 

Bradley  Maggie 

Broadwaters  A. 

Brooks  Alice 

Brooks  Foster 

Brooks  J. 

Brooks  L. 

Brown  Bill 

Brownlee  William 

Burt  George 

Burton  Colonel 

Burton  Jim 

Bynum  B.W. 

Bynum  Brooks 

Bynum  Charles 

Bynum  Hillard 

Bynum  Richard 

Capshaw Prof. John 

Carter  Blanche 

Carter  Iseral 

Carter  Rachel 

Carter Rev. Reese 

Chester  Nancy 

Chester Rev. P. 

Christmas  Ed 

Christmas  Mattie 

Christmas  Pete 

Church  Fred 

CIagan  Etta 

CIagan  J. 

Coaston  Z. 

Cobbs  John 

Cobbs  Sarah 

Cole, Sr.  Luck 

Collins  Dock 

Collins  Sarah 

Creswell  B. 

Creswell  Ida 

Crowe  Henry 

Darling  Mary 

Darling, Sr.  Allen 

Davis  Matilda 

Dennis  J. 

Dickson  Caga 

Dickson  E. 

Dickson  Lucinda 

Dillard  R. 

Dorsey  Emanuel 

Dorsey  Emma 

Dorsey  Maggie 

Draper  John 

Edgo  Archie 

Evans  Jacob 

Evans  Jacob 

Evans  Maggie 

Fisher  Francis 

Fisher  Isreal 

Fisher  Mary 

Fisher  Warren 

Fletcher  Edward 

Fourshea  R. 

Fourshea  Ruth 

Francis  John 

Franklin  Douglass 

Gaitor  Amie 

Gaitor  Simon 

Galoway  James 

Gilmore  Prince 

Godbold  H. 

Godbold  Mary 

Gosby  Horace 

Grady  Daisey 

Grady  William 

Granger  Virginia 

Granger  William 

Green  B. 

Green  Ed 

Green  Eva 

Green  M. 

Green-Francis  Eva 

Hall  Lucy 

Hall  Nelson 

Hargrove  L. 

Harrell  Jack 

Harris  Anna 

Harris  Peter 

Harris  William 

Harvey  Dudley 

Harvey  Elizabeth 

Harvey  Simon 

Hauley  Francis 

Hauley  Hillard 

Hayes  A. 

Hayes  Caroline 

Hearn  E. 

Henderson  Benjamine 

Herford  B. 

Hillard  Ceaser 

Hood  A. 

Huddleston  Fredonia 

Huddleston  J. 

Humphry  Claiborne 

Hutchins  Lutitia 

Hutchins, Sr.  Prince 

Irvin  Hester 

Irvin  Robert 

Ishmon  Bettie 

Ishmon  E. 

James  Lue 

James  William 

John  Rev. 

Johnson  Alford 

Johnson  Celia 

Johnson  Emma 

Johnson  George 

Johnson  Hanna 

Johnson  Johnnie 

Johnson  Joseph 

Johnson  Mose 

Johnson  R. 

Johnson  West 

Jones  Frank 

Jones  Gus 

Jones  Lucinda 

Jones  Michel 

Jones  Valentine 

Jones  Vanpedell 

Jordan  Alice 

Jordan  T. 

Kibbler Rev. J. 

Kibbler  Joseph 

Kinkaid  George 

Kitchen  Mack 

Knighten  Spencer 

Lary  Josh 

Lee  G. 

Lewis  Bennie 

Lewis  Bill 

Lewis  Jeff 

Lewis  Lucinda 

Lewis  Mariah 

Lewis  Michal 

Lewis  Mose 

Lewis  Susan 

Lewis  Virginia 

Lewis  W. 

Lewis, Jr.  William 

Lockett  C. 

Lockett  Maria 

Lofton  Caroline 

Lofton  James 

Lofton  Will 

Lovell  Lee 

Lovell  Oliver 

Lowe  Crissian 

Lowe Rev. R.  

Mack  Henry 

Madison  Grant 

Marr  Aaron 

Marr  Charity 

Marr  Isabella 

Marr  James 

Marr  Nancy 

McCarty  P. 

McCarty  Richard 

McClain  Willie 

McDonald  Richard 

Montgomery  Hanna 

Montgomery  I. 

Montgomery  J. 

Montgomery  John 

Montgomery  M. 

Montgomery  Martha 

Montgomery  Peter 

Montgomery  Rebecca 

Montgomery  Virginia 

Montgomery  William 

Moore  Joe 

Moore  Lucy 

Moore  Luvenia 

Moore  Malissie 

Moore  Prince 

Moore Rev. Thomas 

Moss  James 

Murphy Rev. A. 

Myres  Alexander 

Myres  Brillie 

Parker  Jake 

Parker  Louise 

Payne  John 

Payne  Margaret 

Peck  James 

Peck  Mae 

Pickins  America 

Pickins  Jim 

Pickins  Rebecca 

Pickins  Samuel 

Poindexter  Millie 

Pratt  Louis 

Price  Jim 

Price  Sallye 

Puckett  Celia 

Puckett  Louis 

Ramsey  Calvin 

Ramsey  Sallye 

Randell  Robert 

Reed  Amie 

Reed, Sr.  Sam 

Richard  Douglass 

Richardson  Hal 

Richardson  Sarah 

Richardson  Thomas 

Robinson  Isom 

Robinson  Sarah 

Rodgers  Alex 

Ross  A. 

Ross  Francis 

Rowell  A. 

Royster  Allen 

Rucker  Sophia 

Rush  George 

Rush  Mollie 

Scott  Charlie 

Scott  George 

Scott  Otis 

Scott  Priscilla 

Scott  Susan 

Seals  Patsey 

Seals  Tom 

Shelby  Louis 

Simmons  Ada 

Simmons  Augusta 

Simmons  John 

Simmons  Martha 

Simmons  Thomas 

Singletary, Sr.  Elijah 

Slate  Mack 

Slate  Mary 

Smith  Caroline 

Smith  Hasten 

Spincer Dr. Josh 

Stringer  C. 

Stringer  L. 

Strong  Emanuel 

Strong  J. 

Strong  Mary 

Strong, Sr.  Perry 

Stubberfield  Bob 

Thomas  Rev. 

Thompson  Daniel 

Thompson  Mollie 

Thompson  Salye 

Thompson  Samuel 

Thurston  Morgan 

Travier  Celes 

Travier  Nelson 

Turner Rev. Johnson 

Turner  Sylvia 

W.  George 

Wade  Nancy 

Wade  Primus 

Walker  Ridley 

Washington Jackson 

Watson  Hary 

Webster  Carrie 

Webster, Sr.  Albert 

West  William 

Westbrooks  Lou 

Westbrooks  Mose 

Wilbert  Alex 

Wilbert  Delia 

Wilbert  Lenoard 

Wilkerson  W. 

Williams  Charlie 

Williams  Henry 

Williams  Minnie 

Williams  Rufus 

Wilson Rev. G. 

Wilson  Molly 

Wilson  Sidney 

Winston  Harrison 

Winston  J. 

Winston Rev. M. 

Winston  Mike 

Wood  R.W. 

Woods  Charlotte 

Woods  Jeff 
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Native Mound Bayouan 

Certified as C.P.A. 
Mound Bayou is proud of its sons and daughters 

and one in particular is Mr. Otha L. Brandon, who 

became a Certified Public Accountant. 

Mr. Brandon, a graduate of Bolivar County 

Training School in Mound Bayou, has been business 

manager of LeMoyne College in Memphis for eight 

years. Before going to LeMoyne, he held a similar 

post at Rust College in Holly Springs, Miss. 

He is the second Negro in Memphis to hold the 

coveted title of CPA. 

Mr. Brandon, the father of five children, prepared 

himself for the CPA examination by attending the 

Evening Division of the University of 

Tennessee's Branch in Memphis for three and 

one-half years. 

After receiving his diploma from the high 

school in Mound Bayou, he attended LeMoyne 

one year and then entered the armed services, 

where he remained four years. He completed his 

undergraduate study at the University of Illinois 

and spent an extra year there in the university's 

graduate department. 

Mr. Brandon is an officer of Centenary 

Methodist Church in Memphis, a director of the 

Memphis Business League, a member of Omega 

Psi Phi fraternity and a member of the executive 

committee of the American Association of 

College and University Business Officers. 

Mrs. Charlotte M. Strong 

AUGUST 26, 1890 . . . 

. . .JULY 25, 1961 

First Girl Born 

in Mound Bayou 

I.T. Montgomery: 

Why stagger at the difficulties 

that confront you; have you not 

for centuries braved the miasma 

and hewn down forests like these 

at the behest of a master? Can you 

not do it for yourselves and your 

children unto successive genera-

tions that they may worship and 

develop under their own vine and 

fig tree? 

 

FOUNDERS  AND  EARLY  SETTLERS 
MOUND BAYOU, MISSISSIPPI 

1887—1900 

ORTH L. BRANDON 
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Lambert, Miss., May 26 Hoke Stone, District 
Attorney of the Eleventh Circuit Court District, 

Miss.,  announced today that he is a candidate for re-

election to that office. 
Stone,  54,  is serving his third term as District 

Attorney, having been first elected in 1969.    He was 

re-elected without opposition for the following two 
terms. 

A graduate of Mississippi State University and the 

University of Mississippi School of Law,  Stone 
practiced law in Quitman County twelve years prior 

to his being elected to the post of District Attorney.    

He has continued to maintain his law office here since 
that time. 

“Having being privileged to serve the people of 

Coahoma,  Bolivar,   Tunica and Quitman Counties  
as their District Attorney for the past three terms, I am 

more keenly aware than ever that this post is one of 

great  importance  to  the people,” Stone  said. 
“Law enforcement in the north Delta is greatly 

“affected by the diligence, competence and 

objectiveness of the District Attorney in his efforts in 
behalf of the people in investigations and trials 

involving crimes. 

"If re-elected, it shall be my purpose to perform the 
duties of my office to the very best of my ability. I 

shall utilize my twelve years of active practice prior to 
becoming District Attorney and my twelve years of 

experience in the prosecution of criminal cases as I 

continue to investigate and 'analyze thoroughly cases 
which I am to bring to trial. I shall use every talent 

which I have coupled with the experience I have 

gained in office to develop each case lucidly and 
forcefully so that justice may be accomplished. 

"I shall make a vigorous campaign and shall 

attempt to see every voter in the district. Prior to the 
first primary, however, I shall be involved in two 

active court terms--the one now in Cleveland and 

another lengthy term in Clarksdale. My duties in court 
will necessarily restrict my campaign efforts. 

"I welcome inquiries, however, about the nature of 

my duties and problems in law enforcement with 

which I have to deal. If re-elected, I pledge the 

residents of the Eleventh Circuit Court District an 

additional four years of devoted service." 
Stone is married to the former Sallie Mathis. They 

have two children, Mrs. Ronald Respess, who resides 

in Lambert, and Bill, 18, who is a student at the 
University of Mississippi. 

The District Attorney is a Baptist. He was born in 

Quitman County and is the son of the late James Deck 
Stone, who was an attorney in that county, and Cleora 

Billingsley Stone, who still resides in Lambert. 

Prior to being elected District Attorney, Stone acted 
as Mayor of Lambert for six years. 

During World War II Stone was an anti-aircraft 

artillery officer in the United States Army. He served 
in the combat areas of the European theater for the 

last twenty months of the war.  

ATTORNEY — FARMER — 
FORMER  SCHOOL  TEACHER 

 

JAMES H. WALKER 
 

CANDIDATE FOR 

REPRESENTATIVE 
POST  NO.   1 

 
BOLIVAR    COUNTY,    MISSISSIPPI 

 

 

YOUR VOTE WILL BE A VOTE FOR 

PROGRESS 

RE-ELECT 

Hubert B. Boykin 
CHANCERY   CLERK 

OF   BOLIVAR   COUNTY 

 

HE    WILL    CONTINUE   TO   DEVOTE    HIS 
FULL   TIME  TO   RENDERING  COURTEOUS 

AND    EFFICIENT   SERVICE 

 
ABOUT  HUBERT  B. BOYKIN: 

Attended the University of Mississippi and 

University of Alabama., majoring In Accounting and 
Business  Administration. Baptist,   Mason   and   

Lions   Club.     Taught   boys'   Sunday School Class  

for many years. Devotes time to Boy Scouts, Civil 
Defense and 4-H Club Work. 

EXPERIENCE: 

10 Years In Accounting  and  Office Management. 4 
Years in  Mississippi  Legislature, representing  

Issaquena County. 8 Years with State Department  of   

Audit  .  .  .   Specializing   In County Audits. 
Now serving efficiently as Chancery Clerk, 

PERSONALLY performing Duties of County 

Auditor and Clerk of the Beard of Supervisors. 

HOKE     STONE 

Issued by: WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM 

P.O.  Box 539, Mound Bayou, Miss. 33762 

$.35 for life $.65 for death and 

destruction IF YOU HAVE NEWS YOU WOULD LIKE 

TO HAVE PRINTED IN THE VOICE. 

CONTACT MILBURN J. CROWE,  EDITOR 

 

ANY   ARTICLES,   NEWS  OR 

OTHER SOURCES OF INTEREST 

WILL BE APPRECIATED. 

Sign the message below, and mail it to us. We will mail it to YOUR congressman. 

 

Dear Congressman: 

I want to see an end to the war in Southeast Asia NOW, and the withdrawal of ALL, 

American troops NOW. We need clean air, schools, transportation and housing. Our 

present tax dollar      Take WAR off tne government shopping list. 

Sincerely, 

____________________________________________________________________ 

(your name! 

____________________________________________________________________ 

(street) 

____________________________________________________________________ 

(city and state) 
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JULIAN BOND AND JOHN LEWIS STOP IN MOUND 

BAYOU ON VOTER REGISTRATION CAMPAIGN. 

Georgia's Black State Representative Julian Bond, and John 

Lewis, Executive Director of the Voter Education Project, recently 

addressed a group of Blacks at John F. Kennedy High School here in 

Mound Bayou. They were on a massive voter registration campaign 

in Mississippi trying to get more Blacks registered before the July 2 

deadline. The rallies were held throughout Mississippi, in Ruleville, 

Clarksdale and other places as well as in Mound Bayou. The two 

distinguished speakers are well known throughout the South as well 

as in Mississippi for their struggles to obtain both human and civil 

rights for Blacks. 

John Lewis is remembered for his work in the early 1960's when 

the “freedom fighters” first came to Mississippi. As former 

Chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 

(SNCC) he was one of those who were beaten, jailed and received 

all types of threats as well as life-time scars for their fight to gain 

full equality for all people. 

Representative Julian Bond, the first Black elected to the Georgia 

House of Representatives since Reconstruction was at first denied 

his seat because of his attitude towards the Vietnam War. 

In his address, Mr. Lewis said, "We have got travel many miles 

before Black people can have a part in the democratic process. I 

believe in the power of the ballot. I believe that power and resources 

to create a new politics should not be built on greed... and will look 

out for all the people and not just some of the people. I believe that 

here in Bolivar County, in Mississippi, you have the necessary 

resources to transform this county into something new.'' He 

emphasized that when he first came to Mississippi there were 

450,000 Blacks of voting age and only about 24,000 registered to 

vote in the state. Today, more than 200,000 are registered but “still 

hundreds and thousands are not registered.” He called for unity 

among Blacks and stressed that we should make necessary steps to 

bury our differences. 

What is needed in the Black community, he said, “are Black 

officials who have the moral courage of a Martin Luther King, Jr... 

or the youthfulness of a Robert F. Kennedy or a Julian Bond.” He 

concluded by saying that Black people are now in a position to 

“transform the state into a new state, ending discrimination.” 

In his speech Representative Bond emphasized that he and Lewis 

were on a non-partisan campaign and were not out to tell Blacks 

who or who not to vote for. He stressed that the great movements for 

equality that began in the South have been interested in different 

things. At first, "we thought that the only thing wrong with Black 

people was that we couldn't sit at lunch counters. Although it is 

important to eat at lunch counters, it is not the most important thing 

in the world." Next was the struggle to be treated equally on bussing 

accommodations and its services. And finally came the struggle for 

the right to vote. "It is he argued, only half true that voting is going 

to solve all your problems." 

Concerning politics, Representative Bond alleged, "Politics for 

Blacks has been called the art of compromise...yet politics is who 

gets how much of what from whom." By voting Blacks can decide 

who gets what since major decisions can be made by them. He 

advised the audience that by electing such officials as Black 

supervisors, Blacks can assure themselves of some politicking, i.e., 

they will be getting something from their Black officials. 

In closing Bond said, "I'll be back in four years from now when 

Stanton (Black County Supervisor) will be the "senior" county 

supervisor and many other Blacks will be "juniors" under him. It is 

all up to you." 

At the close of the rally, Herman Johnson, Alderman and Vice-Mayor 

of Mound Bayou introduced the Black candidates for public offices in 

Bolivar County. 

Please take Representative Julian Bond and John Lewis' advice and 

register before July 2 so that you can change the politics in Bolivar 

County and the State of Mississippi. 

BLACK COLLEGES: 

NEED FOR SURVIVAL 

Today, there is a move across the nation to destroy the Black colleges.  

The supporters of the movement contend that since “integregation” has 

come and Blacks are now able to attend previously all-white schools, 

there is actually no need for Black colleges. Superficially, the argument 

sounds legitimate, but in reality, the Black colleges have been a base of 

moral support to Blacks as well as places for formal training. 

Black colleges across the United States were founded for a number of 

reasons: 1) Blacks were not allowed to enter the doors of white colleges 

during the hard-core years of segregation. Therefore, the Black colleges, 

particularly in the South, have, until recently, been the only producers of 

the Black doctors, lawyers, engineers, teachers, etc; 2) Founded during 

Reconstruction or Post-Reconstruction, these Black colleges, especially 

those private ones like Tougaloo, Rust, Tuskegee, Hampton, Fisk and 

others, presented an environment where students could be themselves, 

expressing themselves freely, and having a greater voice in choosing their 

curriculum, and 3)Black colleges were/are geared toward training young 

Blacks to become self-sufficient thereby offering moral support in an era 

when such support was at its ebb. 

Even today, the Black colleges, despite the lack of funds necessary for 

their maximum operation, continue to exist because there lies in them a 

sense of dedication and commitment to their Black communities. It is 

often the Black colleges that stretch beyond the realms of the campus and 

venture outside to the Black community.  For example, .in many of these 

colleges there are community tutorial programs, volunteer services to 

help neighbors fill out income taxes and all kinds of volunteer services 

that help the Black colleges develop a sense of pride in knowing that as 

Black institutions they are offering their services to Black people. 

Black colleges need your help for survival. You can them not only by 

making tax-deductible contributions to them, but also by offering any 

kind of help to save them. 

After departing from Clarksdale, Bond, Lewis and the entire staff of the 

Voter Education Project returned to Mound Bayou this time they were 

offered the hospitable services of Crowe's Bar-be-cue by Mr. and Mrs. 

Eddie Johnson and Mrs. Altie Crowe. 

Come 

To 

Mound 

Bayou! 
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The Merigold Distribution Center and Warehouse is open from Monday-

Friday, 9:00 A.M. - 12:00 noon and from 1:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M. for recipient 

service. The warehouse is closed from the 18th - 21st of every month for 

inventory purposes. 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD PROGRAM 

MAY BE OBTAINED BY CALLING 748-3941 

FOUND 
A 1968 J. F. Kennedy High School Class Ring has been 

found and turned in to The Voice it may be identified and claimed at the 

office of the VOICE. 

The Mound Bayou Police Department has a pair of eye glasses 

seemingly belonging to a child. They may be claimed at the Mound 

Bayou Police Department. 

A set of keys found in the street near the bridge to the Elk's Club. The 

Mound Bayou Police Department have them. A clear identification is 

required. 

The Voice news is compiled from various sources including Delta De-

mocrat Times, I. F. Stone's Bi-Weekly, first hand accounts and interviews, 

confidential sources and news releases. 

It's selection, presentation and interpretation is soley that of “The Voice” 

as events relate to both the past and the present situations facing black 

people. 

Some items are printed both with and without permission. The 

Voice is an exercise in Freedom of Speech. No permission is required 

from The Voice for use or reproduction, we reserve no rights. The 

Editor expresses thanks to contributors for this issue. 

COME 

CELEBRATE 

WITH 

US 

JULY 12, 1971 

FOOD 

&  

FUN 

The Bookmobile will be .in Mound Bayou on Fridays 

from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M., parked just to the left of 

the Bethel Church construction. 

Residence of Eugene P. Booze 

Mound Bayou, Miss. 

Residence of A. /. Taylor 

Mound Bayou, Miss. 

Residence of Rev. Will Ivory 

Mound Bayou, Miss. 1929 

 SHOP IN 

BAYOU MOUND 

Crowe's Bar B-Q Kitchen 

Mound Bayou, Mississippi 

IF YOU HAVE NEWS YOU WOULD LIKE TO 

HAVE PRINTED IN THE VOICE, CONTACT 

MILBURN J. CROWE, EDITOR 

 

CONTACT MILBURN J. CROWE, EDITOR 
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Jackson State College 

ITS TIME FOR A CHANGE 

IN MISSISSIPPI 

JOHN LEWIS, HEAD OF THE 

VOTER EDUCATION PROJECT, 

SPEAKS IN MOUND BAYOU 

I Advocate 
1. A change in the Penal System. 

2. More economical use of County tax dollars. 

3. A well coordinated effort to get a major industry for each 

county in Mississippi. 

4. Justice for each individual on an equal basis. 

5. A Transition from a Welfare System to one in which all able-

bodied citizens can have a productive job. 

6. A state wide system of Road Improvement. 

  Your Vote Will Be Appreciated 

  BEST WISHES 

  Charles Evers 

  Candidate for Governor 

PURPOSE AND HISTORY 

The Tufts-Delta Health Center OEO Health-Right Project was first proposed as a 

major component of the Tufts University Comprehensive Health Action Program for 

the northern portion of Bolivar County, Mississippi in 1965. The project was 

designed to intervene in the cycle of extreme poverty, ill health, unemployment and 

illiteracy by providing comprehensive health services, oriented toward maximum 

participation of the target area community in meeting its own health needs and in 

social and economic changes related to health. 

The proposed health center services were to "include preventive, curative and 

health education programs in new patterns of medical care organization." They were 

to "emphasize the formation of community health associations. . . to stimulate change 

in family and community knowledge and behavior relating to the prevention of 

disease, the informed use of available health resources; and the improvement of 

environmental, economic and educational factors. 

The proposals were based on the premise that "conventional approaches to health 

and illness that do not have effects on other elements in the poverty cycle are 

unlikely to make major changes . . the need is not merely for the provision of more 

preventive and curative health services, but also for the development of new 

organizational patterns to make distribution of such services uniquely effective for 

severely deprived populations . . the need is not for distribution of services to passive 

recipients, but for the active involvement of local populations in ways which will 

change their knowledge, attitudes and motivation . . the central focus is intervention 

in the poverty cycle by community-based health improvement." 

Community organization in the Tufts-Delta Health Center target area began in 

1966. Training began in early 1967 in an abandoned movie, theater. Clinical health 

services began in late 1967 in a remodeled church parsonage. Both theater and 

church were located in Mound Bayou, Mississippi. In September, 1968, the center 

began it's operation from its present site. 

The above mentioned proposed health services still remain as the central purposes 

of the Tufts-Delta Health Center. Since 1965, we have been attempting to put them 

into practice in a defined service area of northern Bolivar County, Mississippi. 

LOCATION 

Tufts-Delta Health Center is located in the small town of Mound Bayou, 

Mississippi (population 2,133). Situated approximately 100 miles directly south of 

Memphis, Tennessee on U. S. Highway 61 and approximately 20 miles east of the 

Mississippi River, the Health Center lies in the midst of the beautiful and serene 

flatlands of the Mississippi Delta - - a countryside so peaceful in physical 

appearance, yet aglow socially with the ferocious marks of warth and indignation 

made by the evils of poverty and discrimination that have victimized its population. 

The land itself is some of the richest in the world and its dwellers, some of the 

poorest. 

Founded by two ex-slaves after Reconstruction Days, the town of Mound Bayou, 

despite its physical poorness, exhibits a certain, rich atmosphere of proudness among 

the people that have settled here--a proudness that creates a near captivating feeling 

of "Black home" or "Black peace." 

To visit the Tufts-Delta Health Center target area is to come alive with the 

warmthness and glow of its inhabitants as well as the physical environment and at the 

same time to have the Senses dulled by the horrible nightmare of poverty that has 
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Members of the Mound Bayou Foundation 

 

E. P. BOOZE, President 

C: V. THURMOND, Secretary 

B. A. GREEN, Treasurer 

 

DIRECTORS: 

J. M. Williamson, Jr. Jno, H. Powell 

T. S. J. Pendleton F. R. C. Durden 

Joseph Peterson S. P. Felder 

A. A. Thompson J. M. Walton 

R. W. Jones 

Recreation Facilities 

Recreational facilities are an important part of the local government to its people in that recrea-

tion is beneficial to the physical and mental health of the citizens. 

Mound Bayou has no existing recreational facilities or parks which are maintained by the Town.  

The Mound Bayou Community Hospital owns a swimming pool which is available to the citizens if 

volunteer personnel are available for supervision and maintenance. Other facilities include the play 

area on the grounds of the I.T. Montgomery Elementary School.  The play equipment on the ele-

mentary school grounds include two swing sets in poor condition. In addition to these facilities 

there is a football field and bleachers located immediately east of the Town Limits.  The bleachers 

accompanying this facility are in poor state of repair. 

Mound Bayou is planning and hope to develop in the future:  Tot Lots, Playgrounds, Playfields, 

Neighborhood Parks, Community Parks, and as a start, has an Open Space Project that has been 

funded by the Federal Government. 

OPERATION STREET NAMES 

continues 

Put Your Street Sign Up For 

$16.00 

CALL: 741-2191 

T H E  M O U N D  

B A Y O U  

D E V E L O P M E N T  

G R O U P  

E X I S T I N G  I N  

1 9 2 9  
BRIKCRETE 

 
THE BUILDING BLOCKS OF THE FUTURE 

 
9 Different Colors Greater Heat Tolerance 

2 Different Sizes Save On Laying Costs 

Built In Corners Built in Insulation 

Greater Water Resistance Than Either 

Bricks Or Blocks 

Less Expensive 

Contact: 
THE MOUND BAYOU DEVELOP-

MENT CORPORATION 

MOUND BAYOU, MISSISSIPPI 

Call:    741-2191 

Sole   Distributors  And   Manufactures 

In Miss. 

PLATE I 
MOUND BAYOU, MISSISSIPPI 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

Prepared By 
THOMAS SEABROOK AND ASSOCIATES 

PLANNERS, INC., MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
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MOUND BAYOU TODAY 

.MOUND BAYOU COMMUNITY HOSPITAL PARTIAL VIEW OF J.F.K, HIGH SCHOOL 

POST OFFICE 

Mr. Bond chatting with Alderman Crowe 

BRANCH BANK OF BOLIVAR COUNTY 

J. & L. Grocery 

Julian Bond speaks 

CIVIC CLUB PRESIDENT, MRS. PAULINE HOLMES, 

PRESENTS CHECK FOR $500 TO MAYOR EARL 

LUCAS, REPRESENTING THE MOUND BAYOU 

CIVIC CLUB'S CONTRIBUTION TO THE OPEN 

SPACES PROJECT. " MISS MINNIE FISHER, CITY 

CLERK, SEATED, RECEIVED IT FOR DEPOSIT 

EORKING IN VOTER REGISTRATION 

PROJECT IN MOUND BAYOU 



THE  BRIERFIELD  PLANTATION  OF  JEFFERSON  DAVIS,   TAKEN IN  1863 

AFTER OCCUPATION  BY  FEDERAL TROOPS.   THIS  IS THE  HOME  WHERE  

THE MONTGOMERYS  LIVED AFTER  BUYING THE  PLANTATIONS  FROM 

DAVIS  FOLLOWING THE CIVIL WAR. J . M a c k  Mo o r e  Co l l e c t i o n ,  O l d  

Co u r t h o u s e  M u s e u m V i c k s b u r g ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  

Mr. Fred Miller 

Mr. J.F. Huddleston 

Mrs. Henrietta Clegg 

Mr. C. Love 

Rev. A. A. Thompson 

Mr. Preston Holmes’ mother 
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Bolivar County Training School, Mound Bayou, Miss. 

Prof. Jno. H. Powell, Prin. 

Carnegie Library Building 

Mound Bayou, Miss. 

Residence of Depot Agent R. W. Jones 

Mound Bayou, Miss. 

ADULT CLASS ON PUBLIC SCHOOL GROUNDS DURING 

DEPRESSION OF THIRTIES 

Bethel A.M.E. Church, Mound Bayou, Miss. 

Rev. T. S. J. Pendleton, Pastor 

Mound Bayou Baptist College 

Prof. A. A. Thompson, Prin. 

OUR TOWN YESTERDAY!!  

1929 
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Residence of Mrs. M. E. Ellison 

Mound Bayou, Miss. 

Red Star Service Station 

B. J. Anderson, Prop. 

Mound Bayou Service Station 

W. P. Baldwin, Prop. 

MOUND BAYOU’S FIRST CITY SCHOOL SOME EARLY SETTLERS IN FRONT OF 

CO-FOUNDER’S HOME 

Mound Bayou Service station 

W. P. Baldwin, Prop. 

———- NOTICE! ———- 
 

The 50th Anniversary of Mound Bayou will 

Occur on the 12th of July, 1937 
 

Desiring to properly celebrate our Anniversary, we the 

undersigned representing the various organizations of our 

community as noted, hereby issue a call for a meeting of all the 

citizens of our town and colony to be held in 
 

THE AUDITORIUM OF  THE BOLIVAR COUNTY 

TRAINING SCHOOL,  IN MOUND BAYOU, 

MISS., AT 7:30 P. M., 
 

Tuesday, February 23, 1937, 
 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF DECIDING ON HOW WE SHALL   PROCEED TO 

Celebrate this, the greatest occasion  in  the 

History of our community. 
 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 

 
Fred H. Miller, President, Mississippi Association I. B P. O. E. of W.; P. M. Smith, 

Chief Grand Mentor. Knights and Daughters of Tabor; Princie Montgomery. President, 

Renovators' Society and Chairman, Get-Together-Club; Beatrice M. Johnson, President, 

Bud Billiken Club; Eugene P. Booze, President, Mound Bayou Foundation; B. A. 

Green, Mayor, Town of Mound Bayou and President, Mound Bayou Chamber of 

Commerce; Mary C. Booze, Chairman, Red Cross and President, City Federation of 

Women's Clubs; C. L Gibson, Chairman. Farmers' Organization and Teacher of 

Vocational Agriculture; R. G. Stringer, Jr., President, Y. M. C. A ; J. H. Spencer, Pastor, 

First Christian Church; R. L. Williams, Pastor, Azion M.B. Church; S. N. Hood, Pastor; 

Beautiful Star Church.;  
 

S. W.Foster, Pastor, Trinity Episcopal Church; Scottie Lee, Representative, Church of 

Truth; I. E. Edwards, Supreme Vice-President, Afro- American Sons and Daughters; J. W. 

Tharps; W. M., of Masons; A. R. Taylor, Principal, Bolivar County Training School; A. 

D. Purnell, Pastor, First Baptist Church; A. W. Jackson, Pastor, Bethel A. M. E. Church, 

A. A. Thompson, Pastor, Mt. Olive M. B. Church; Wm. H. Lowe, Pastor, Liberty Baptist 

Church; Rev. Lemon, Pastor, Wesley Chapel M. E. Church; B. O. Felder, Principal, 

Opportunity Center Kindergarten; W. M. President, Pastor, Pleasant Green M. B. Church; 

Z. R. Stampley, Pastor, Wanderers' Home M.B. Church; E. H. Price, Pastor, Jerusalem M. 

B. Church.  

Milburn Crowe, Editor *July, 1971* Mound Bayou, Ms 38762 
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HAMER 

Negro. On September 17, 1965, their challenge was argued on the 

floor of the House and was defeated 228-143. The three, who were 

there to witness the votes, had been the first Negro women ever to sit on 

the House's floor. 

Mrs. Hamer's life has been threatened countless times.  She was 

jailed and beaten in the Delta Town of Winona, Mississippi, in June, 

1963 when she attempted to use restroom facilities in a Trailway's bus 

station, after the ICC had issued regulations barring discrimination in 

such facilities. This episode has left her with chronic injuries. 

A forthright and much sought-after speaker, Mrs. Hamer travels 

widely, seeking support for the crucial struggle for free elections in 

her own Sunflower County, the home of Senator James 0. Eastland. 

Mrs. Hamer was Plaintiff in the suit which recently set aside the 

election in the Towns of Sunflower and Moorhead, which the MFDP 

ran an all black slate.  She has led many successful campaigns for voter 

registration.  She recently conducted a voter registration in Sunflower 

County for three months which registered 2,000 voters. 

Mrs. Hamer lives in Ruleville with her husband, Perry. He is a 

skilled tractor driver but has been unable to find permanent work 

since 1962 because of his own and his wife's Civil Right activities until 

he was recently employed by the Associated Communities of 

Sunflower County, a mostly Negro Head start group, hauling children 

to and from school. 

Some of her recent support to Mound Bayou has been in "Operation 

Street Names", a drive to put the street signs up in Mound Bayou, 

Mound Bayou Community Hospital Building Fund, a drive to build a 

new hospital, and she came to Mound Bayou to greet the University of 

Michigan Black Students who were visiting here recently. 

On Saturday, February 13, 1971, a group from Cincinnati, Ohio gave 

a tribute to her at the Ruleville Central High School, Bailey W. 

Turner and Jim Lowry were speakers and the Keynote Speaker was 

Rev. Otis Moss, Jr. 

Most of us honor Mrs. Hamer in our hearts, the honor she loves 

most, but other honors and degrees received by her include: 

Two honorary degrees: an honorary Doctors of Humane Letters 

from Tougaloo College in Tougaloo, Mississippi, issued by the faculty 

upon approval of the Board of Trustees in June, 1969.  She received 

a honorary degree of "Doctor of Humanities" from Shaw Univer

sity, Raleigh, North Carolina, June, 1969. She has also received 

several awards: A tribute for her strong defense of human dignity 

and fearless promotion of Civil Rights in her native State of 

Mississippi was presented to her by Hugh M. Closter, President, 

Morehouse College, Atlanta, Ga. On August 14, 1969 Mrs. Hamer 

received the Church Terrell Award from Delta Sigma Theta, Inc. for 

her relentless fight against all forms of racism, intolerance, and 

political, social, and economic oppression. 

FANNIE 
LOU 

Like all her people, we too can beck and call and Mrs. Hamer 

is at our service. Any service for the betterment of the down

trodden she gives willingly. Physically, we tire her out, but UN 

TIRING IS HER SPIRIT. 

Seldom can anyone say she erred in her assessment and 

perception of problems facing black and poor people. 

Born in Montgomery County, Mississippi, one of twenty 

children. She began working in the cotton fields at the age of Six. 

For eighteen years of her adult life, Mrs. Hamer worked as a 

sharecropper and time keeper on a plantation four miles east of 

Ruleville, Mississippi, where she now lives. But in 1962 she was 

fired as a reprisal after attempting to vote.  Shortly thereafter she 

left her family and went to live with friends because of threats on 

her life. During this period the house in which she was staying 

was riddled with sixteen gun shots, but she miraculously escaped. 

Within a year she had become the most dynamic woman to 

emerge from the Civil Rights Movement. 

The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP) , of which 

Mrs. Hamer is a founder and Vice Shairman was organized in 

Jackson, Miss. on April 26, 1964 because the regular Democratic 

Party did not admit Negroes. The Mississippi Freedom Party is 

the State's only party to both Negroes and Whites.  It has 

concentrated on representing the poor of the State, both white and 

black. 

Mrs. Hamer and the MFDP first come to national prominence in 

August of 1964, when she led a delegation of Mississippi citizens 

to the Democratic National Convention in Atlantic City, New 

Jersey.  They challenged the seats of the regular Mississippi delega

tion. The result of the challenge was an unprecedented pledge 

from the National Democratic Party not to seat delegations that 

excluded Negroes at the next National Convention, in 1968. 

In 1964, Mrs. Hamer attempted to run for Congress in the 

Second Mississippi Congressional District, representing twenty-

four counties. She was not allowed on the ballot. The MFDP 

then conceived the "Freedom Ballot" idea. All candidates ' names, 

white and black, were placed on this ballot. When the vote was 

counted, Mrs. Hamer had received 33,009 votes and her white 

opponent, Congressman Jamie Whitten, only 49. 

Thereafter, on January 4, 1965, Mrs. Hamer, along with Mrs. 

Victoria Gray and Mrs. Annie Devine took her appeal to the 

Congress in a dramatic challenge to the seats of the entire 

Mississippi delegation to the House of Representatives, all of whom 

are white, in a state where almost 50 percent of the population is 

Candidate for state 
Senator, Post 2 

Sunflower and Bolivar 
Counties 

VOTE IN NOVEMBER 
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Milburn Crowe, Editor *July, 1971* 

Mound Bayou, Ms 38762 

MOUND BAYOU COMMUNITY HOSPITAL 

The Mound Bayou Community Hospital, Inc., under the leadership of its versa tile and 

dynamic Board of Directors, has set as a new thrust, a Health "Con tinuum" as a 

program operation philosophy.    The focuses of the new thrust will be to upgrade 

current hospital services, to expend service delivery, and to  address the total  

target  ind ividual 's  need.  

The direction of the new thrust program has been entrusted to Mr. Richard "Dick" 

Polk, Former Deputy Director, Manpower Director of STAR, INC. and Mr. Artec F. 

Hammond.    Mr. Polk is the new Project Director and as such is re sponsible for guiding 

to implementation the overall program design of a Health "Continuum."   Mr. Hammond 

is a professional Hospital Administrator and represen ts  the  in i t ia l  s tep in  the  new 

thrust  b luepr in t ,  the ob jective  of which is to develop an in-house hospital 

capability equal to that of any in s t i t u t i o n  o f  i t s  s i z e .  

The new thrust is further geared to the development of satellite programs that will 

improve health care delivery, provide employment and general ser vice to all citizens 

of the four-county area (Bolivar, Coahoma, Sunflower, and Washington).    A defined 

system of Board priorities are a new outpatient clinic, renovation of the Taborian 

Building and a totally new hospital faci lity.    Announcement on clinic construction 

and hospital renovation is tentative^ scheduled for May 1,  1971.    The clinic 

construction was originally scheduled to be announced April 1, 1971» however, the Davis-

Bacon Act has caused the delay.    The community can stand assured that the total 

effort of the Board and Staff is  dedicated to  improved hospital  faci l i t ies for al l  

ci t izens. 

Plans are complete and proposals have been developed pursuant to health care delivery by the mobile van 

concept and a career incentive project to impact the health services manpower shortage relevant to the 

local area. 

The Mound Bayou Community Hospital, Inc. Administrative Staff and advisors to Mr. Polk are Mr. 

Matthew L. King, Comptroller; Dr. James L. Lowry, Acting Medical Director; Miss Jenesta Sturrup, 

Director of Nursing Services; Dr. 'Warren Inge, Dental Director; Mrs. Carolyn F. Morris, Social Services 

Director; and Mr. Hammond. 

The Board and Project Director wish to express their appreciation to Mr. Matthew "Mat11 King for 

successfully doing what seemed to be an impossible task of serving ably in three positions at one time 

from June to December 1,1970. The result of his tenure of triplicate services is a job well done. Mr. 

King has reverted to his permanent position as Comptroller. 

Services rendered by the MBCH for December, 1970 to January, 1971: 

 Outpatient Encounters ...........................  4,572 

 Dental Encounters ..................................   558 

 Operations Performed ..............................  101 

 Hospital Admissions ...............................   405 

 Per Cent of Occupancy .........................    90% 

 Laboratory Procedures ..........................  7,208 

 Newborn Infants (Deliveries) ....................  257 

The employees of the hospital organized a Building Fund Committee with the approval of the Board of 

Directors to raise funds for the construction of a new hospital. 

As you enter the hospital, you will see a thermometer showing the progress of this goal. This is a project 

that will take a long time unless we are fortunate enough to have someone to grant us a large some of 

money. We are continuously trying to contact others outside of the community to aid in this effort. 

The Administrative Staff and employees of the hospital appreciate your efforts in the participation of this 

Building Fund. We still have a long way to go before reaching our goal. 

U 

Are 

A 

Looser, 

Unless 

You 

Can 

VOTE 

NEW  THRUST 

WILSON  VOSS 
 

SEWAGE CLEANING 

PLUMBERING GAS INSTALLED 

STOVES CLEANED 

843-8425 

102 Daisy Road 

Renova, Miss. 

GRAPHIC ARTS 

SOUTH 

Printing     Layouts 

Commercial Jobs 

117 W. Church St. 

Jackson, Miss. 39205 

 Contact: 

Jessie Morris 

352-9687 

SUPPORT 
 

MOUND BAYOU 

COMMUNITY 

HOSPITAL 

BUILDING FUND 

 

YOUR   HOSPITAL 



MOUND BAYOU SHOWING EARLY HOME OF I.T. 

MONTGOMERY AT LEFT, YAZOO & MISS., VALLEY 

RAILROAD, LOOKING NORTH FROM SOUTH STREET. 

SCENE FROM THS DAVIS BEND PLANTATIONS IN 1863. THE MAN IN THE 

MIDDLE MAY BE BENJAMIN T. MONTGOMERY, FATHER OF THE FOUNDER OF 

MOUND BAYOU, ISAIAH T. MONTGOMERY. BOTH MEN WERE SLAVES OF 

JEFFERSON AND JOSEPH DAVIS BEFORE THE WAR.  

J. Mack Moore Collection, Old Courthouse Museum, Vicksburg, Mississippi 

FOUNDERS DAY CEREMONIES, July 12, 

will include a visit to the grave of Isaiah T. Mont

gomery, founder of the Town of Mound Bayou, and 

his wife, Martha Robb. Scores of former Mound 

Bayouans, students of history, and interested visitors 

visit the I; T. Montgomery grave in the Mound 

Bayou Cemetery yearly. 
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FROM SLAVERY 

 TO 

  SELF-DETERMINATION 


